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CONFERENCE, &. 


N this great City, lives a Merchant of 

the firſt Credit and Reputation : Not 
jeſs eminent for his Wealth, than his 
Humanity. Amidſt the Tnfidelity and En- 
thufaſm of the preſent Age, he is not 
aſhamed to profeſs himſelf a Chri/tian, and a 
Friend to Religion. And fuch is the Candor 
of his Mind, that he confineth not his Cha- 
rity within the narrow Pale of his own pe- 
culiar Sentiments, but converſeth freely and 
familiarly with Men of different Opinions. 
Not that he is aFriend to latitudinarian Prin- 


ciples, but heartily wiſhes that all Men were 
united in the — Mind, and in the ſame 


Faith; and is much affected at that unſeem- 
ly Warmth, where with ſome Men contend 
for their own particular Tenets and Fancies. 
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It happened that, as one Day I called, 
upon him, after the common Compliments, 
he began, with his uſual Familiarity, Tou 
are come, my good Friend, in excellent 
Seaſon: I ſhall be able to afford you an 
High Entertainment this Afternoon : for I 
expect ſeveral worthy and ſerious Men to 
paſs a few Hours with me: and I am per- 
ſuaded you will be much pleaſed, in giving 
en the Meeting. 


Nothing, faid I, can be a greater Satis- 
faction, than the Company and Converſation 
of worthy and. ſerious Men. We generally 
learn more from them in a few Hours, than 
from many Days Study and Reading. Ef- 
pecially if they be communicative and can- 
did, — And I never doubt of meeting ſuch 
at Mr. B s Houſe. | 


Communicative enough, he replied, you 
will be certain to find them : how far they 
may anſwer to your other Character, I ſhall 
not take upon me to ſay. — And when I 
tell you, that they are all Men very zealous 
for Religion ; yet all of very different Sen- 

— timents 


7 


Ea) 
timents, in reſpect to many Particulars ; and 
All, more or leſs, attached to different Maſ- 


ters, you will not wonder, if I judge their 


Candor to be rather equivocal. 


In Truth, I muſt beg Leave to diſtent 
from you, good Sir, ſaid I; for the Seaſon 
of my coming is ſo far from being excel- 
lent, that I muſt beg your Permiſſion, and 
make my Retreat. For you know how 
great an Enemy I have ever profeſſed my- 
ſelf to religious Diſputations ; and you know 
how averſe TI am to many modern Notions, 
and to any Maſter but the GREAT ONE : 
and therefore I would not willingly encoun- 
ter an Hoſt of this Kind, which, be ſure, 
can never meet without Battle; in which I 
mult not expect to meet with any Quarter, 
as a. ſtrange Kind of Neutral; as a F riend 
to none, as an Enemy to all, 


Quite the contrary, ſaid he: if any Diſ- 
putes ſhould ariſe, any Hoſtilities comnience, 
you may depend upon it, you will be fixed 
upon as the Umpire, as being equally indif- 
ferent to all: and 1 am perſuaded, you will 
have frequent Opportunities to deliver and 
enforce your own commendable and mode- 
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[4] 
rate Sentiments. ---'To confeſs the Truth ta 
you, this Meeting to-day is not without 
ſome Deſign on my Part; though every In: 


dividual beſides is a perfect Stranger to it. 


It grieves me to ſee good Men ſo diſunited; 
ſo attached to their own, - ſo: averie and bitter 
towards the Opinions of others, And ] 
have entertained We Hopes that a friendly 
Correſpondence might tend to open and en- 
large their ſeveral Minds, and introduce 2 


more generous and charitable Diſpoſnion a}, 
With this View, I .propoſed to have actel 


the Part of a Moderator, or Umpire, be- 
tween them; and you have done well, by 


- coming ſo 4 propds to take upon yon an Oi. 


fice, Tas hy 


Nay, no Excuſes, (he n for I 
was abaut to interrupt him) --+ ſoit mult 
be: you will permit me to inſiſt upon it. 


"IF a? I remember to have heard an amiable Biſhop ſay, 
(whoſe Candor and Worth would adorn the maſt diftin+ 
guiſhed Sze,) that when he came into his Dioceſe, he 
recommended, eſpecially to his Clergy, a friendly Com- 
munication and Correſpondence together; the happy 
Fruits e of which were ſoon feen in a perfect Abolition of 
thoſe Party Differences and :DiſtinQions, which had 
alicnated and «ftranged them from each other. 

Ang 


LI. 
And J perſuade myſelf you * not b. a. 
ada in the Ends. tt 2] 


Ah, warthy Sir, 1 8 che Candar 
2nd Goodneſs. of your own Mind deceives 
you : You have been employed in, better 
O peculations than religious Controverſies, or 


you would not be ſo fanguine as to hope any 


good Ifſue from your:-prefent Propoſal. Hows 
ever as 4 3 Compliance is the beſt 
Complaifance,-I will not put any Remoras 
to ſay, is not the maſt pleaſing. — But- that 


we may paſi the better Judgment, pray let 


me know who are the Combatents, (for. ſo 
let ma call em) whora you exper> to- be 


un; in n F 1125 ot: yours n 7— 


I was. 8 ta TIN you. that 1 
mation, ſaid he: I believe they are in ge- 
neral known to you, at leaſt, by Sight and 


Character. A I am Wy; han i He 


Is ons. $4 2 


Wel, replied wo were 3 al bf the 
fame Stamp with him, I ſhould never be 


averſe to meet ſuch Men. He has a Heart 


gf as "_ Benevolence and Humility as 1 


haye 
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6 1 
have almoſt ever met with: And were it not 
for his extravagant Affection to the wild Re- 
veries of Jacob Bebmen, and his great Scho- 
lar Mr. Law, I know 'not any Man of a more 
unblameable and unexceptionable Charac. 
ter. Who comes next? Os $M | 


A young 8 of cook Merit and 
Lenting r Gifford; I believe you know 
him by Character. He is as deep in the 
myftrorſm- of . Hutchinſon [O], as your Friend 
Wilſon i is in that of Law. And though he 
is naturally of a frank, open, and candid 
Mind, yet he is ſo warped by his Prejudi- 
ces, that, I believe, he hath almoſt brought 
kimſelf to think, in Contradiction to his bet- 
ter Judgment, that an Ignorance. of the He- 
brew and the Agents [c] is amongſt the dead- 
ly S — However, I have great Hopes 10 


- Theſe that are or of Mr. Hutchinſu's s 
Tenets, &c. may read ſome Account of them, in a 
Life of him, (the only one I believe that has appear- 
ed) publiſhed at the End of FLliyds Bibliotheca Biogra- 

pron 3 Vol. 8vo. 1760, and written by Mr. Spearman. 
c] See Hutehinſon's Works, Vol. I. p. 241.” The 
Writers of. the Preface to his Works, ſay (p. 14.) the 
Evidence of our Faith, through the Ignorance of the He- 
brew Language, has been almoſt e out of the 
World! ; 

him; ; 


Ts” eats 4 es als oe. a ed a: 


Janfin, hay 


A 2 22 „ OO we 


1 
him: Time and Errereber will and his 
Views. 


Another of my Penk is 2 al Bre ; 
2 Man of Education and Fortune: I wiſh I 


could add of a Liberal, and large Mind: I 


know not how it comes to paſs, but he is 
exceedingly narrow and contracted in his 
Spirit: I would not fay, the Fault of his 
Principles, which are perfectly Calvini ical; 
and the leſs ſo, as his great Favourite is an 
Author of much Sweetneſs and Humanity. 
Mr. Hervey I mean; whoſe Theron and af 
paſio is his conſtant Companion; | 

Tecum vivere amem, tecum obeam lubens, * 
may be well "Re to Nia, and that N 
formance. 


- 


. Hervey, gad I 1 EI believe, 


was a 1 of Piety, and Sincerity: but 


it grieved me much, when I once called 


upon him in Northamptonfbire, to find that 
his Doctrine had led him to ſuch a Bigotry 


of Spirit, that he ſeemed to think imputed: 


Righteouſneſs ſo much of the Eſſence of 
Chriſtianity, that no Man could be a ſound 


Chriſtian, who did not agree with him in 


the Particularity of this Opinion. — And 


Gladhy I 
With the would live, with thee — die. 
ſtrange 
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(#F 
ſtrange it is to find him at the latter End of 
his Life, ſo enſlaved, to ſome Men, whole 
Tenets and Characters could be no great 
Credit to any Profeſſion; and his Cons 
nections with whom have certainly added nd 
Luſtre to his Reputation. [4]-—— Nay more 
I haye read Part of a MS, Anſwer, 0 foine 


[4] See a Defence of Theron and Aſpaſin; to which 
ſome extraordinary Letters of Mr. Hervey are pre- 
fixed *. In one of them, he ſays, to this Gentleman; 
— The Truth, a1 it is in Jeſus, (at pteſent) I am en- 
winced is with You! p. 8. He ſubmits his Writings to 
this Perſon's Corrections; and yet ſeems aſhamed of 
his Friend, by deſiring him, in a Publication, to con- 
ceal his Name, p. 22. J believe it would be adviſeable 


to ſend it abroad without a Nahe. Fhis Man, whois 


ranked amongſt the Antinomian Preachers, is in tetri- 
ble Oppoſition. to Mr. bit fell, againſt whom he has 


rabimed a Tract t5 a8 be hath ale againſt one Rah, | 


7 v. B. It is PROS e of be ate 
admitted into that Collection of Mr. Hervey's, lately r 
liſhed in two Volumes. 

+ Called, A friendly Attempt to remove Coins Fund as 
 pantat Miftaldes, in the Reverend Mr. Whilfeld's - Seth 
mons. Ah, poor Mr. 1.4 preachiag ſo lang, 
and all the while fundamentally miſtaken | where is Truth but 
with thee, O Cudiworth? Well adviſeſt thou. chat naughty 
Divine Gearge Whitfield — * to be eatried away by the 
thodoxy ; ; and that all, who are not of his Size, muſt be cut; 
or ſtretched, or deemed Hereticks Not to ſuppoſe him- 
ſelf ſuch a — of che Pulpit, as makes it lawful for 


Strictures 


a 14 _ ! 1— — 1 _ 4 


7 er — 


nt 
* 


4 


A, x J 
wretched strictures of Jobn We ofley's, written 
by the Author of Theron, with as much Sa- 
tire, and Aſperity, as I have ever read in any 


Controverſy What a Leſſon this to be- 
ware of on” for Modes of Opinion! | 


vou will have Occaſion eudugh, ſaid 5 
Friend, to make this Remark by and by.— 
You mention Mr. Weſley. A mighty 


Stickler ng him and his Peculiarities will 


« aneh fi the- ſame-Clafs: wick Works he pelt | 


with all his Might, and heſitates not to call him . God's 


Enemy, who corrupts the Goſpel with F alſhood, to the 


everlaſting Deſtruction of "thoſe who heat him; with 
many Words.to the fame Purport. See his Real Uni 


&c. in Anſwer to James Rejly's Treatiſe, called Union, 


p. 44. Oh!] horrible ! What are the poor deluded 
People to do, who are fo unhappy as to hear ſuch Men? 


where are they to find Truth amongſt ſuch a Diverſity 


and Oppoſition of Leagers? — Why will they not be 
wiſe, and return to ſober Senſe, and their Church ee 


bim to trample, any how, upon Friends, or Enemies, if in 


the Way of his 4/cext 3 and from this Throwe,. (heing ſeated 
as Cenſor Genera 1nd ont Perſons, mention Names, and 
iſſue forth thoſe clarations, by which they are to be caſt. 
down, or raiſed: up.“ p. 40. Surcly/theſe. cannot 
take it amiſs, that their Sentiments are freely diccoſed who 
handle each other ſo freely; — and. who, as the Reader muſt 
obſerve, ſo. completely : anſwer and ſubvert each other's No- 
tions. Apolle's Advice, in Hemer, > xxi. ay be applie 

to them: 6 F., 4 @UT9) wv. 
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he hace this Afternoon; Mr. Wollerton 33 
Tradeſman of this City, and a Man of A 
very honeſt and fair Character. For ſome 
Years he has been a Hearer of | .. Waltys 
is well verſed in his Doctrine, and, 1 believe, 
will ſcarcely heſitate to place his Preacher 
in the next Seat to St. Paw. Count Sint. 
zendorf. was once his principal Maſter ; but 
Mr. Weſley has reuted the Count, and reigns 
in his Stead. Howeyer Mr. Mallertan retains 
no ſmall Affection 107 the Count, and is apt 
to heſitate belt he condemns him. | 


Theſe are th fone principal Characters, 
Who will very ſoon diſtinguiſh themſelves 
there are two or three more Gentlemen, 
whom I expect; and who, properly ſpeak- 
ing, are inliſted under none, and yet under 
each, of theſe Banners; who entertain ſome, 
and reject othete, of cheſe ſeveral Opi- 
nions; who rather warp, one of them to 
Qyekerijms and another . ſeems to betray: 
a ſneaking Kindneſs for the: Nmiſb Church, 
to' 'which the high, Doctrine of ſams 
Houtchinſonions have accidentally {41 led him. 


fe] Te Morde be olive, that the Speber hide ith 
pee 222 for he by 1 no 1 would be ſuppoſed to 
inbnuate, that any of the Hye e are 5500 


1 
> 
J 
| : 


You will be the better ale. by | tht 


growing 1 of 


T97 


will, I Tae B ade that of riveting yon | 


more firmly in your oun Sentiments. 


In Truth, dear Sir, replied I, every Day, 
and almoſt eyery Hour, preſents me with 
Occaſions of that Sort: In this unwieldy 
City they cannot be wanting. But. it grieves 
me much to think, what an Handle the 
Dei N and the Papiſt 1 25 y take, from our 

timent, each in his 
Turn, to ſpread and propagate his own 
Opinions. F godd Men amongſt Proteſtants 
were duly Ende of this, and had that wiſe 


and prudent Zeal they ought, for their di- 


vine Maſter's Cauſe, they would 'be eſpecially 


themſelves to Popery. But as they are known to be 23 
high in their political as in their religious Sentimente, as 
ſome of the: moſt ſtrenuous amongſt them hav s publick- 


ly maintained. the Doctrines of Nen- Reſiſtance — Paſſ- 


ive Obedience; and as they have very, ftri Notions 
reſpecting the Unity bf the Chürctt; therefore, it is re- 
marked, that, per aceidens, theſe Opicdene may tend to 
Pepery; and perhaps; if 8 8 
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Int - 
careful how they vented any new Senti- 
ments ; and rather keep their darling Pecu- 
liarities to themſelves, than deliver them to 


the World, at ſuch Hazard to Chriſtianity in 


general, and Proteſtantiſm 1n particular. 5 


I am perfectly of your Mind, faid Mr. B. 
and, as I am well perſuaded, that Chriſtia- 
nity, unlike all human Productions, was 
pberfect at its Birth, and never knew an In- 
fancy, but was conſummate in all its Parts 
at its firſt Delivery; I am therefore much 
averſe to any modern Innovation or Addi- 
tion; and muſt ftill hold to my favourite 
Maxim, that © whatever cannot be fairly 
proved, by plain Scripture, and plain Au- 
thority from the Writings of the firſt Fa- 

thers, to have been a Principle of the primi- 
tive Church, in its beſt Ages, is erroneous 
and falſe, or, at beſt, is nothing to me. 


But hold; here are ſome of our Gueſts: 


prepare yourſelf. How much, my good 
Friend; does this Diverſity of Sentiment ſhew 
us the Neceſſity of that urgent Warmth 
and Tenderneſs, in St. Paul, wherewith he 
ſo ſtrongly recommends and enforces Unity! 
If there be any Conſolation in Chrift —if any 
"EO of — — any Fellowſhip of the 
Spirit 


Lis } 
Spirit — if any Bowels and Mercies — fulfil 
ye my Toy, that ye be like-minded, having the 
ſame Love, being of one Mind. Let nothing 
be done through Strife or vain Glory, but, in 
Lowlineſs of Mind, let each eſteem other better 
than themſelves, &c. f]. 5 


The uſual Ceremonies paſt, and the com- 
mon Civilities paid, each ſeated in due Or- 
der, and ſome common-Place Chat having 
a while amuſed us, our Friend Mr. Wilſon 
opened the Way to the expected Subject, by 
aſking Mr. B. if he had read Mr. Law's late 
Piece in Confutation of Dr. Warburton [g] ? 


It is, ſaid he, upon Mr. B's replying in 
the Negative, well worth your ſerious Pe- 
ruſal; as not only containing a ſhort, but 
ſufficient Confutation of Dr. Warburton's 
chimerical, paradoxical Scheme; but as 
abounding with his uſual Spirit of Meek- 
neſs and Love, and with many new and ex- 


cellent Illuſtrations of various Paſlages in the 


Scriptures. - 


[ f ] Philip. ii. 1. &c. | | 
[2] Entituled, * A ſhort, but ſufficient Confutation 
of Dr. Warburton's projected Defence (as be calls it) 


of Chriſtianity — in a Letter to the Bp. of London. 


N. B. This was written before Dr. V. was made 
Biſhop of Glouce/ter. 


ED ESSE 
— LO 22 


8 3 
— 1 — — — 
Exc 5 9 2 — 

— 


— 
= 
B yg DER. « . 
* FFL rr 5 
= — ga £ "> — — 


— — — - * — — 4 2 * 
a W- ” 2 £447 Ln — - of” 
— wg HRS — pt * . = oo 2 <a 2x34 1 
5 4 £2 ' » #4, 3” 6 EB ans 4 Es. 1 
3 1 2 4s d 2» I ae” 1 LAGER 
* r 22 7 fo 24+ ee. 
FS. - A * 81 © N PR * 7 
+- =. * e ＋ = p 


* 
3 bs * * 2 * 


——— —„-— 
n 


— 


erg rn - 

nr Woes - 
4 3 1 > OY 
* 3 — _ pn 


4 „ 
n 
n 

1 


14 1 


Mr. Law, ſaid the youhg. Dein with 


ſome Warmth, illuſtrate the S. Seriptures! 
Truly you ſurprize me, Sir: I thought he 
had given up the Vohimes of undoubted 
Inſpiration for the fancied Fables, and wild 
Reveries, of the Teutonic Philoſopher, 


You injure that great and good Man 
much, replied Mr. Milſon, with an affection- 
ate Smile: Indeed, I am perſuaded he main» 
tairis as high a Veneration for the facred 
Oracles, as yourſelf, or any Mam living. And 
ſurely that may be done conſiſtently enough 
with a Regard to human Writers; a Regard 
high in Proportion to the Degree of Light 
and Knowledge we perceive to be in them. 


How, Sir, rejoined Mr. Gzfford, can 4 
Man be faid to venerate the S. Scriptures, as 
he ought, and to reverence a merely human 
Writer, according to the Degree of Light 
and Knowledge, which he perceiveth to be 
in him, when he puts the Works of that 
Writer upon-the ſame Footing with the di- 
vine Oracles: and proclaims to all the World, 

that he believes Jacob Behmen to have been 


TR 
no more a human Writer than the holy 
Aral Bt, John THIF: .. | 


Truly, faid Mr. valle, that is pry 
vnpardgnable: for, when this is advanced, 
concerning any Man, we may reaſonably 

aſk, © where are the Evidences of his In- 
ce ſpiration. ?” And jt would put a Man to 
ſome ſrmall Difficulty to 1 any one 
Proof of the Divinity « Jacob Bebmen 
Miſſion, — unleſs 9 ot W may | 
paſs for Inſpiratian, | 


Nay v. 1 would go farther | than Wa 20 
Mr. Gifferd, and be bold to fay, that fo far 
from Infhpiration, we may aſſert, this Man 
was aCtuated by a dehadng and deluded 


[5] He (Facob B. mn) was no "mote a human 
Writer, ſpoke no more fram Opinion, Guiectine, ot 
Reaſen, (N. B.) in what he publiſhed to the World, than 
pt. John did, when he put his Revelation into Writing, 
See An Appeal to all that doubt, & c. at the End, p. 32Þ 
xc. See alſo Spirit of Prayer, part I. p. too. © 

[5] Mr. Bally hath publiſhed an Anſwer to Mr. 
Lew; and in it hath very freely wed fuch eng = 
Mr. Mollerton ſoems to bave web! bim. der dork 
the Anſwer per totum; of which, if the Editor of this 
Work may be allowed to ſpeak free! J he 3 ſay 
that it is, at once, an Aves to Mr. Low, and tg 
Mr. We/ky himſelf, © 


þ Spirit: 


E r 


4.38 1 

Spit tit: For His Principles lead us imme. 
diately from the Fountains of Truth ; 
make that Religion, whaſe Excellence is 
its Simplicity, the very Depth of Darkneſs; ; 
and, to uſe one of his own Ideas, 4. whirl 
us in a perpetual fiery Round” of Scepticiſm 
and Error. — Who would, not be amazed 
and indignant to hear this Man in his 
- Appeal to all that doubt or diſbeljeve the 
Goſpel,” Endeavour to ſet aſide all the fo- 
lid Reaſonin g and ſcriptural Proof, urged, by 
former Divines, againſt Deiſts and Unbe- 
lievers; -proclaiming -it weak and unſub- 
ſtantial; and ſubſtituting, i in its Stead, his own 
Caſtle, in the Air, as the ſole Fortreſs of 
genuine Chriſtianity ? So 

You have made a Remark, Sir, ſaid ). 
Which has a great deal of Wiſdom in it ; 
and ſuch a one as may, perhaps, be car- 
ried further than you are at preſent aware. 
For what you obſerve of Mr. Law, we may 
note to be the Caſe with all the Patrons of a 
Syſtem. Attached to their own, and uſed to 
ene one Set ot Ideas only [; they 


wi Henca, Madnef 8 ariies. Mr. Look ah 
ſerves well, that it often comes to paſs, that a Man, 


* PF 


192 are 


o 


[27] 

are very apt to conclude, that all Truth is 
compriſed. within their own circle : and in- 
judiciouſſy (to uſe the mildeſt Word), labour 
to ſhake the old Foundation, that they may 
the better, as they conceive, eſtabliſh the 
New. And I would charitably hope, that 
they do this, many of them, in the Abun- 
dance of their Zeal, without duly conſider- 
ing the Danger, and rn on the cons 
ſequences. af reds 


What our Friend * juſt 88 faid 
Mr. B. ſmiling, is not unapplicable, if I am 
rightly informed, to your great favourite, 
and the Partizans of that Cauſe, Mr. Gord, 


Nee lex eft juſtiar ulli Vou know the 
reft, ſaid Mr. Wilſan, ſomewhat triumphant- 
ly. Jam glad however to find, my good 
Friend Grfford, that- you: are now put a lictle 
upon the defenſive : and that Mr. Hulchin- 
ſon is chargeable yith ſome Defects, as well 


| who is very ſober and of a right Underſtanding, i in all 
other Things, may in one particular be as frantic as 
any in Bedlam: if either by any ſudden very ſtrong im- 
preſſion, or long fixing his Fancy upon one Sort of 
Theughts, incoherent Ideas have been cemented toge- 
ther ſo powerfully, as to remain united. See the 
Eſſay on Haman Underft. 3.1 C. xi. Sect. 13. 
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163 
as Mr. Law: 1 find we are true Proteſtants 
here. No Man is likely to AM 
Trfallibility. | 


I am ſure here's one, may be anſwered 
for, as to that Matter, faid Mr. Harriſon : 
whoſe Eye ſeemed to ſparkle at the Sound 
of infallible—And for my Part, as much as! 
have heard of Hutchinſon and his high-flown 
Chimezra's, I don't think he is many Degrees 
ſhort of of the Winre c of Batylon. | 


We could not help ſmiling, at Mr. Ba 
ere coarſe Manner: Mr. Gifford however 
was otherwiſe affected. 


Pray, Sir, ſaid he to Harriſon, did you 
ever read Mr. John r ax 5 pen cc P 


Neo, truth; replied he, I can cndloy my 
Time better: but I know enough of hays 
from common Fame. 


Common Fame, rejoined the Hutchinſo-. 
man, you muſt have lived long enough to 
know, is a common Lyar:—And for my Part 
I cannot reconcile to myſelf the Sincerity, 
and Honeſty of thoſe Men, who take upon 


them to condemn - an Author, when they 
g have 


de 


you underſtand the Hebrew Language, pray, 
Sir? What do you 8 to be the um 
of Aleim? 


Permit me to call you back a little, Gen- 
tlemen, ſaid Mr. B. You proceed rather too 
haſtily. Leave Mr. Harriſon a while, and 
ſatisfy my Enquiries: mine are Enquiries 
only, Mr. Gifford: I don't take upon me to 
dogmatize. I profeſs myſelf much a ”_ 
ger to Mr. Hutchinſon. , But, I pray, is 
the Matter fo, as was hinted juſt TEE are 


not Mr. Hutchinſon's Principles productive of 


the Evil you ſpecified, in thoſe of Mr. Law: 
and 1s not this Man bimſelf a Dogmatizer? 


Sir, replied Mr. Giffard, your Candor and 
Ingenuity will always merit Attention. 
With regard [n] to Mr. Hutchinſon himſelf, 


f "They Vs never looked where He has done, 
have but a flender Title to diſpute the Truth of his 


Diſcoveries there; The Word of God in Hebrew, and 


the Works of God in the Deluge, were never ſearched 
before far. Philoſophy” —ſay the Writers of the Preface 
to Hutchinfoy's Works, p. 8. &c. 


[Ln] That the Diſcoveries our Author has made are : 


importants no one Can, . deny: 3 'hey concern the very 


a SaaS „% 5 ©@ 


whole 


, 14 


have never read bis Walks and are really 
ſhamefully ignorant of his Tenets L= 


— ES" E ˙ nu ern #2 == PIs: 
Wa r gr 


ot 

+, 

14 

5 

Ty 

1 

4 

i 

bir. 

5 

Wt] 

N 0 by 
M 0, 
: 1 
" [9 

I + \ Py 

4 « 7 
( 8 5 
4 
4 7 * 
* . 
Pe 
[ 1 8 
0 1 
1 
„en 
1 
1 
„ 

FN 

y © 
e 

| 1 

1 

1 


a 
af 
7 ay 
we 

e 
1 
Fr. 
4 

95 
* 

_ 
4 

it . 


— 
S £ 
LES etc, 


4 * wa -. "> - a 4 2 3 WE * & , — 1 2 4 Sm 
— 72 + 3 4 a > * $A 23 2 8 * by - 8 —_— £ „ = 
8 e Ss obo hen. b k 3 - 
7 % Der 3 ** 1 f "I 
: * 4 8 . s - 


_ 


2 


2 


RN 
5 OTST. A 
E * 
5 — 


* 
22 


D GS 
3 


2 PS” 
I, r Eur 
3 

TIER 


4 


8 25 
r 
— r 
3 "oP 
E . 
1 8 


= — * nod 
* we 


mean pong iS, 
I 

— 
2 > 


- 
x 7-4 


$2 Dr Ps EIS IST. 

> "IEG Ree Ae > 1 Ae A. * 7 * nn 

FF:. DST IST ESSE 
” 0 


— — 
— — 
it RE > 


= — 


— 
8 ” 
Wert 
RTE "AMY * 
4& 3 


— 
PIE, 
r 
> ITS £4 
Da. 
% 


Ar 
7 
«ay 
n 


* | = Rp IS = — = = = Wat. ” — 
— N — e — 2 K > . — — & «2 ; 
7:7... II ES tas. ew 
4 . 3 2 p 


1 1 201 


whoſe Diſcoveries have been ſo great, permit 
me to ſay, that, though I eſteem him one of 
the greateſt Men, this or perhaps any Age 
— ever produced, yet I eſteem him but 
a Man, fallible, and endued with the ſame 
paſſions as the reſt of his Fellow-Creatutes: 
and poſſibly, the ungenerous and unworthy 
Treatment he met with, ſoured him the 
more, nay made ſome ſeverity needful In]. 
But as to his Principles, I cannot heſitate to 
declare that they, and they only, place the 
Scriptures, and the divine Revelation on a 
proper and ſolid footing [o]: and deliver us 
from * that ſtupid 55 poiſonous Stuff ſo 
long and ſo falſely called Chri/t:anity 11 


57 The ungrateful Return He met with * al his 
Labours and uſeful Diſcoveries; ; and the mean unmanly 


| perſonal abuſes from ſome, whoſe Stations called for 


more decent Language, and the affefted Contempt of 
his Writings from almoſt all the then-great Men, would 
have exaſperated others. as well as Him, &c. Preface 


to H Works, p. 12. 


Je] In the Preface, p. 24 we read, &« Theſe Writings 


(of Mr. Hi) preſent the Bi bie, and Religion to you, 


In quite another Dreſs.” And for a full Proof of this, as 
well as for undoubted Evidence of Mr. H—n's Opini- 


ons reſpecting the uſual Evidences for Chriftianity, the 
Clergy, &c. the Reader is by all Means referred to his 


Religion of Satan, Vol. VIII. of his Works. In the 


from 


c 


121 1 
us, nay taught in our Schools and Univyerſi- 
ties * ;” and, for my own Part, I cannot well 
conceive, how we can be rue believers on 
any other Hypothefis — Hypothejps I ſhould not 
have called it: fince there is nothing hypo- 
thetical in it; all is lid, ſure and indiſpu- 
table according to his Syſtem. He gives us 
ſenſible Evidence for the great Truths of 
Chriſtianity : and, verily, I have no Notion 
of believing' what I cannot Meats Compres 
hend and underſtand. [ 18 


Uſe of | ae p- FIR TY Vol. Ix. He gs The 


Clergy, had ſo mangled the Terms of Salvation, and for 
want of proper Qualifications were ſo ynable_to prove 
them from Scripture, that Men of great Parts, and 
able to reaſon, found no ſufficient, conſiſtent Evidence, 


ſo made a Teſt not of the Terms, but of what the Cler- 


ey aſſerted, and could not explain and prove :—Now 


the Scales are turned, and thoſe who are e able to ee ra 
are infallibly Chr ane f. i | 


* Mr. Hutchinſon s Words in © Uſc of Reiben re- 


<« covered, &c.” 


[P] In No. 60 of the 8 in a Pann: writ- 
ten under the Character of Satan, He obſerves, that. 
« As the human Intellect is finite, and can comprehend 
only finite Objects, I knew that if all was rejected as 
incredible, which was not comprehended, I ſhould 
have little to fear from a Religion founded in infinite 
Perfettion, and connected with revelations which an 
infinite Being had vouchſafed of himſelf. I therefore 


Truly, 


— —— 


rr 


— 


—— 2 —— 2 — — 293 0 ——— 2 2 < 
COLBERT PSS EEE — 2 


— 


„ a _— 
Es 


N 
—— 


* * — 3 
———— 
— 


. *. 
— (—H 
Ke = 


1 
Truly, Sir, faid 1, this zs an excellent 
Scheme: one cannot but with, if it be as 
you ſay, that it were univerſally diffuſed not 
only over our own, but over all Nations, 
Kingdoms, and People! Infidelity muſt then 


ceaſe, and there could no longer ſuch a _ 
as a Deiſt exiſt ! 6 


Not one upon Earth [%]. ad Mr. Gifford, 
if the Clergy would explain the S. Scrip- 
tures, according to Mr. Hutchinſon's Plan: 
but our Biſhops—they would ſooner do any 
thing than encourage and ſupport it—we 
don't want to know the Reaſon— It is too 
found for Them [r]. Sk 


Loni oppoſed Reaſon to Faith: I threw out Sub- 
jects of Debate, which I knew could never be diſcuſſed : 
the Aſſent of many was ſuſpended, in Expectation that 
Impoſſibilities would be effected; and at laſt refuſed, in 
the Fretfulneſs of Diſppointmient. | 
[9] This is in Mr. H—#'s Style. Take for Exam- 
ple what follows pitch upon this, rather than an- 
other, that Gravity may have Company, and be knock- 
ed o'the Head like a Dog, as that uncircumciſed armed 
MWigbt, who defied the Armies of the living God, was in 
a ruſtic Manner, by a naked Youth, with a Nodule. 
And if Gravity, or Properties in Matter once fall, there 
cammot an Atheiſt fand! Works, Vol. I. p. 119. 
[r] * There is a great deal of Reaſon to think, that 
oY who complain moit, do underſtand Him, oye 
A ay 


S aw 


. 


N 2 - ij Piiend: 22 aid Hertin, 
though no Biſhops,” you have yet ſome 


Hutchinſonian ) Preachers; ſtaunch, ſtrenuous 7 


bold Heroes, who are not afraid to 
what they 'think—to lift op their Voice like 
a "Trimpet—dnd to call upon Mankind to 


believe in Rabbi Hutchinſon: are there no 


Deiſts or Unbelievers, prithee, within the 


Compaſs of their predicating Call—? are 


there hone at * *. for, if I miſtake not, 
the Reverend ME. Gifford pp forth erb 
every Sunday? * | 


Pardon me, Sir, ſaid I to Mr. Harriſon, 
for interrupting you : but I was defirous of 
putting a few Queſtions to this Gentleman. 
And you, Sir, as I am not very deeply read 
in Mr. Hutchinſon's 'Tenets, will be kind 
enough to attribute to my Want of : better 
ung _y Miftake I may Chance: 'to: 


« think bim Joo os; He makes others 3 
Them, and Things better than they chuſe they ſhould 
——Again—It i is a mortifying Reflexion to thoſe, who 
ſee the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt Evidence for Philoſophy 
and Divinity in our Author, that not one Biſhop in Eng- 
land, ſhould encourage ſo noble, ſo uſeful, ſo intelligent 
an Undertaking as we apprehend our Author' s to be. 
1 &c. p. 29 and 34. | 
make : 
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[ 24 ] 
make: Believe me, I have no malevolent 
Deſign to miſrepreſent : your; Author. 
I. paſs over what you advanced that We can 
believe nothing .which we eannot-compre- 
hend though I preſume it is contradicted 
by the Voice of almoſt all Chriſtia 
. no other Reply, than a Reference to 
the great Myſtery of the Incarnation—but 
paſſing this, I aſk, Do not Mr. Hutchinſr's 
Principles put the Proofs of Chriſtianity 
wholly on a new Footing; and of Conſe, 
quence invalidate the old ones, and ſo tend 
to render it precarious and very unſtable; . 


| Doubtlek, Sir, replied Mr, Grford, they 
fupply us with a new Method of ſupport- 
ing the Chriſtian Religion; but ſuch a one 
as is wholly certain and indubitabley and 
therefore can bode no Ill to the Chriſtian 
Cauſe: mißt tend to eſtabliſh it immoveably, 
not to make it tottering and inſecure. The 
old Method was defective U and much of 


1 Mr. H—n is "ay of inſinuating, that We have 
wholly followed the Rabbi's in our Interpretations of 8. 
Scripture. The Writers of the Preface ſpeak his Senti- 
ments . Unfortunately for the Chriſtian World the 
Conſtruction of theſe important Writings (the S. S.) bas 
been left to a Sett of Men, of all coral Fuer the Face 


the 


[25] 
the common Proofs for Chriſtianity, to ſay 
the beſt of them, fa/e—and you ſee the 
Iſſue of them in the Prevalency and Triumph 
of Infidelity. | 


ce What then, was led. ang we think 
of thoſe old and worthy Champions of the 
Chriſtian Cauſe, who have fought ſo nobly 
in this Field? what of all the Confeſſors and : 
Writers of former Times, nay of the noble 9 
Army of Martyrs? - what of all worthy Men 15 
of later Ages? — how can we vindicate the 0 
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Divine Providence for leaving them fo long b 

| 5 

of the whole Earth,.the leaſt qualified for ſuch a Taſk— i 

the moſt prejudiced, blinded, beſotted, ſtupideſt Crea- 1 
tures, &c.—who have made the Garden of Eden-a Place "It 


. 
5 
I 8 5 


for two Children to take their Diverſion in; the Trial 
of Man, they have made robbing an Apple Tree; the 
Cherubim, a Scarecrow; the Types and Ceremonies of 
the Law, a Puppet-Shew, &c.— And this Sort of Stuff 
is daily retailed out in Converſation, Coffee-houſes, 
from the Preſs, nay (would to God it were a Scandal 
in us to charge it upon) the Pulpit; by Men of all 
Ranks, and before all Audiences, on all Occaſions, &c. 
—We have conſtrued a great Number of Texts, and 
varied them from all former Tranſlations; and though it 
may ſound harſh to ſay all, yet is this in reality to ſay 
no more than that we differ only from one, &c.—the 
learned having, for the moſt Part, been led by the barg 
Aſſertions of the Rabbis, and not Obſervations of their 
own making. — Preface, p. 20 and 44. 
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[26] 
in the Dark: and for keeping from us, fos 
ſo: many Centuries,. ſuch a ſhining . as: 
Mr. Hutchinſon: It]? | 


As to modern Divines, replied the young 
Man, we will not diſpute about them: if 
all the Books produced ſince, (nay and ſome- 
time before) the Revolution, were ſerved: as 

the Arabian Calif ſerved the Proltmean Li- 
brary, I don't know who would be: the L 
ſers [4]: | 


[:] That: ſuch a Treaſure: of Knowledge ſhould, fo 
long lie hid in the ſacred Scriptures, is the general Ob- 
jection to theſe Writings (of Mr. H—n.;): an Oljection 
impoſſible to be removed: to attempt to remaue it would, 
increaſe it, ſay, the Writers of the Preface to his Were 


P. 8. 


[4] Mr. Hutchinſon's Writings are to be underſtood 
(ſay the Preface Writers) which is more than you can 
ſay. of any Treatiſe on Philoſophy, the Trinity, and 
ſome other Parts of Divinity, which fifty. Years back- 
wards have produced, &c. p. 27.—And p. 46, we read, 
that the Learned have hitherto, been endeavouring to 
keep the Vulgar in the Dark, with regard to the Myſte- 
ries of Philoſophy and Divinity /—Of Philoſophy, they 
ſay, p. 15. that Mr. H— had a full Conviction of the 
direct Tendency of modern Philoſophy to Deiſm, Aria- 
niſm, and, what is not much worſe, Atheiſm, See alſo 
Hutchinſon's Works, Vol. I. p. 258. 


Hold, 


= 


Held, hold, replied Me. Wil lon, Good 
Sir, not fo faſt; Thefe Times have produc- 
ed a Hutchmſon and a Law: Thaſe Times 
have produced a Bate, a Moody, and a 
Hodges : Spare them, I pray, ſpare them: 
let not them perifh i in the general 'Confla- 


gration. 


Why, Sir, as to modern Divines, ſince 
ſo it pleaſes you, We will e' en ſuffer them 
at preſent to paſs, replied I; though I could 
fay ſomething in Behalf of not a few amongſt 
them, which, upon maturer Reflexion, 1 
fancy you would not diſapprove.— But 1 
muſt be allowed to obſerve, that it ſeems 
unaccountable to me, that not a Word of 
Mr. Hulchinſon 8 leading Principles and Opi- 
nions is to be found in the Writings of Ce- 
ment, Juſtin, Tertullian, Treneus [x], or any 


[x] The Reverend Dr. Hodges hath (in his Elihu, 
p. 55. 8vo.) produced a Paſſage from Irenæus (p. 221. 
Edit. Grabe) which, as He hath quoted it, ſeems to 


wear ſome Appearance of Favour, towards the Hutch- 


inſonian Interpretation of Cherubim. But, I conceive, 
no Friend to that Opinion would wiſh any Streſs to be 
laid upon that Quotation, or on the Authority of Irenæus, 
in this Caſe; ſince whoever ſhall refer to the Paſſage, 


E 2 of 


G 

7 ům ⅛ ¼8:Qͤ . 6 * a 

A Eos PU RH war IEC e 3 CTR DE RR 2; 
— . — 3 rpm => r — 5 — 22 „ * 


— 
* 
* 

— 


RE 2 
CORES IF 2 OE, 
7 


* * * 88 ” — ar: —— — Oo re 
- "4 — 5 — 5 * 4 2 25 — "IW.n ne — Ir 2 2 . ? = — 2 — TX b e 
” ” — 1 . — — 7 — we. — 5 2 q —— p — mg — 22 8 — — — — 
2 — ps N — — — — —— x or" S 25 te 5 Fir Oc — - — a — 
* * YT E _ >. . —— 2 wor” — * 3 2 r TRY — N — 4-1 A ” 2 * WE — 2 nn p 2 * ; ; 2 8 1 5 
— 85 EE mann f 2 r hee E £ - 's 2 A F 5 : —s ' £ 2 2 EE? 22S 22 1 2 1 * 2 5 * + LI — # = G 3 De 8 * 3 S 3 % . £ 
Ae. 24 4 a III rn As a res 2 3 „„ cc EW. 8 5 "iy x „ > 467 ; > . — . Od > 4 55 ON 8 « — 2 * 9 * nnr ears Ll a 4 " +. 24 a 
2 — 4 25 2 — * — 84 PS 2 2 3 — * E T „  TIEIERE IE IE! * 2 1 — ren R r nn *S IA 2 E ons be „ >.< nlp Pap wp 
KAY * 2 < 2 a = Rs DIS AS eg — * FEY TE r oe Grape tr rt tes - fs 2 S + ES Ea KANE nes k 3 L = . a a * ax & ; = 
2 5 4 — * - VE, 1 4 "a... T1 7 2 2 9 + 3 pa a es. SEWIE EL . SE 4 - : & 4 | ; 5 ; 
Fs 45 : P 2 3 3 2 2 » A N ? * 2 Y 5 y oy - 2 I 7 | 25 


r 
Ne 
* £ fo 


PE ba 2 _ 
I; 


n. * Tips #? 


Thy 
+” y 
2 
* 


—. x 
— r 


II STEVE IR. 
o . * * 1 


— 


a ä N ” 1 * = 2 — — — _ 
5 a, 222 n Fe P SEP BID F > Tag” EIT YET oo pr Pay r SS 
TCC 9 . 22 W ' 

I : * 


[28] 
of the venerable Fathers of the firſt Centu- 
ries—nay more, that none of the ancient 
Verſions, either thoſe of the Polyglot, or 
what — of Origens Hexapla [5] 


will find, that it adds no Weight to the Scale. We 
may, however, conclude from Efforts like this, that 


the learned Eſpouſers of Mr. H—»'s Opinions, would 


be glad to confirm them by the Authority of the Fa- 
thers ; while ſuch Quotations prove, that they are not 
able to engage theſe venerable Writers in their Party. 


[] For Aleim, Alue, Shemim, Berith, Cherubim, 
&c. &c. as explained by Mr. Hutchinſon, we are bold 
to ſay there is no Countenance in theſe Verſions and 
theſe are the Pillars of his Syſtem “ Theſe are uncon- 
teſted, &c. (ſay the Writers of the Preface ſo often re- 
ferred to) p. 35. And ſo we have the permiſſive Law of 
all the Biſhops in our Church, to refer Aleim to the 
Oath, or conditional Execration, the Covenant of 
Grace between the ever bleſſed Trinity was confirm- 


ed by: To conſtrue Shemim, Placers, Diſpoſers, the 


ruling Agents in the material Syſtem; and Names or 
Repreſentatives of the Rulers over them and us. — 
To make Berith He, or that which purifies; ſo the Pu- 
riſier, or Purification, The Cherubim, as explained 


to be, an Hieroglyphic ; a ſacred Image to deſcribe, as 
far as Figures could go, the Aleim, and Man taken into 
their Eſſence: To us it is a very great Satisfaction to 
conſider the Conduct of our Superiors in this View, in 
this Particular. The Biſhops permit us to ſtudy the 
Hebrew Scriptures, though they do not encourage it; 


ſhould | 


1.29 
ſhould favour theſe Sentiments : So far from 
it, that, if I miſtake not, the Hutchinſonzans 
hold nothing in lower Eſteem, than the very 
ancient and uſeful Verſion of the Seventy.— 
But what aſtoniſhes me beyond all Meaſure, 
is that Chriſt himſelf hath not urged one 
Syllable in Explanation of thoſe great Myſte- 
Ties, which, they ſay, are wrapped up in the 
Hebrew Roots, as in a Kind of involucra 
ſz]. And I think there is not above a Text 
or two, which are produced from the 
Epiſtles, as in any Degree looking towards 
them Texts, indiſputably capable of 
a much more eaſy and natural Explica- 
tion, than theſe Critics give of them [a]. 
-— Now ſurely if this be the Caſe, on a 
very weak Foundation reſt thoſe Opinions, 
which are ſupported only by Erymolegical 


they permit us to read Mr, Hutchinſon's Books, though 
they do not adviſe it; nor (in public) read them them- 
ſelves; no doubt but they are acquainted with the Pur- 
port of them.“ 

[z] They will tell you that this was not needful, 
ſince Chriſt refers ſo conſtantly for Evidence to the ge- 
nuine Hebrew Scriptures, But let it be remembered, 
that He refers rather to the Greet, ſince he follows, in 
the general, the nnn, of the LXX, as do alſo 
the Apoſlles. 

[9] See Romans | i. ver. 20. and Heb, ix. 5. 

Evidence, 
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[30] 


Evidence, and a new Method. of interpret 


ing certain Hebrew Words which, how 
arbitrary and precarious, how doubtful and 
8 it is, no ſenſible Man need be 


told [5]. 


Verily, Mr. Gifford, ſaid Mr. B. IJ think, 
what my Friend has advanced, very much me- 
rits your beſt Attention. For were I not 
ſuaded that ſome of your Hutchinſonian Te- 
nets are derogatory to the Honour of God Ic], 


[6] A Work, entituled, « Originals, by the Reve- 
rend Mr. Holloway,” is a ſufficient Proof of what is 
here advanced. The Manner in which this Author 
ſplits the Hebrew Roots, is curious; Letter is torn from 
Letter; and from the amazing. Haſh a Diſh ſerved up 
to the Writer's own Tate. A Specimen follows: 
Nd Sahar, to trade. take this Word to be of an 
Aramitiſb or Chaldee Structure. The D Samech in the 
firſt Order being put for the Hebrew W Schin, fo it 
might be uſed. among Infidels, (who were the firſt Ne- 
gotiators, or Merchants) for WW Shabhar, to ri ſe up 
early in the Morning; to be early intent upon his Buſi- 
neſs, even with the fuſt Return of the Sun or Light. 


It may therefore be compounded of 'W, which; and 


M Hhar, to be hot! &c. We had fixed upon 1933 
Chibhſan, but referring to Dr. Sharp on Cherubim, we 
found, that He had produced this Example, as deſerv- 
ing Notice; we therefore refer to his Work, p. 14. 

[c] Theſe are hard Words, it muſt be owned : but 
if an attentive Reader ſhall refer to Mr. Hutchinſon's 
Writings, and read his Interpretation of Aleim,—in par- 

48 


L 2 T; 
as well as contrary! to the univerſal Voice of 
Chriſt's holy Church, and your own. Churcls 


ticular ; and alſo conſider his and his Follawers Denial 
of the Eternal Generation of Chriſt, He will not think 
what is ſaid. improper. See Art..2d. of the.Church of 
England. Some of theſe Gentlemen have had the Har- 
dineſs to call . Eternal Generation Eternal Nonſenſe,” 
Some Hutchinſanians: may, probably deny: their Aſſent tu 
the original Interpretation of Aleim as given by Mrs 
H- himſelf :- but this no: way concerns us, as we 
refer immediately to the Author : and indeed it would 
be difficult to ſay in what. Interpretation of Aleim, 
they are now agreed : If in that. of Mr. Moody, we 
are not backward to ſay, that it cannot be true; 
ſince: there is only one Madiaton or Interpoſir, tlie 
Man Ghri/ti Jeſus, and therefore the diuine Three: cany 
not be all Interpoſers, or Mediators, as Mr. Moody 
would have us believe the: Word Altim teaches, 
(See his Pamphlet, entitled, The Evidence for 
Chriſtianity contained in the Hebrew Mu, Aleim 
and Berit. N. B. Ye Evidence, according ta this 
learned Writer, is contained im the: Morde). 80 
that whatever: may be the Caſe with: the „ We 
may be ſure it is falſe Divinity. See Dr. Sharp Frea- 
tiſes on Aleim, Berith, and Cherubim. The Foundation 
of Morality is alſo ſhaken: by Mr. Hurchinſon, who 
ſuppoſes the Ten Commandmentr to have their primary 


Reference, not to Men's moral Actiom, but to: /dolatry— 


to Fornication- and Adultery with the Agents, the Ha- 
dens, the natural Aleim.“ Fear the Aleim, and keeps his 
Commandments, (ſays Hutchinſon, - Works, Voll IX. 
103.) was the Duty of Man. This has been ſtrongly: 
confined to what they call the ten Commandments, and 
what they make the moral Law; but I hope for the fu- 


4 -» | in 


4 
jt a 
12 
115 
1 
bp 
1 
% 
Ay 
bl 
"ey 
0 
: 
5 
1 


2. E 


n 
go 133. 


ve any 


— — 


— 9 1 * 3 1 CEN — a 22 « 2. © x 1 — < a= - a == * A 2 * 
> s £ — — - * Sn rg s 5 COS — — — 2 
== —. - — . — G — — — — SI AEEITS x — - tinea gimme nn pdt ee — Tp ION 2 —— * 
FE ˙ : . Wane 77 NN iy 2 r REES, = * * * ce 2 — IE Fave, 4 Bi En TR SRD Sr ES Es 7 -% . - 
1 F - - 1 = A "77 Fe — Ca 1 4 — * % . Wy L +. 5 % 2 — 
"= x" * Sy 2 5 1 or 3 . z I "I" 2 fd Ig JED + ö ras, Gm "Ga" e 22 — 7-3 „ 2 
Hey BY 2 — cl 55 A > 1 8 122 > 2 1 F PE r = i ig mt 
: * 2 > 84 FS. : * 3 (r = EN Ee ers +» - 2 2 1 by . . y 
- 2 8 De > Ba Di <LI — 8 > * - * ; 424 TR a RA _- Ps : 2 
bots 2 * ; 2 1 2 8 8 ; 
vo : . — * SE = > $A 5's - 3 : - 
* ſe » . bn * = 
4 . — 


323 1 —— 
— ——ä 
£8: 


A : 5 TIN - 
- - == 
2004 ef CF 


2 


. 


4 


. 

8 ; 2 

4 * 

7 7 T 2 
* 


e ws 
CY * 


4 —_— 4 * 
* 8 » ©: 2D $6 
* = "I WT 2 
— 2 - ** "> — 7 « 
* 2 SIP 5 32 


Is 


* * 
— 2 
Sd 


ä 


— 


— * Wy, y 


P nn 
5 


* £3 * , - 5 - 

: c F 
. * $45% . * 
c .. KKww IE ES. ng . W 


| 

jy 

( 
N 

4 
4 
i 
4 
2 
bet 


SSN 
in patticular—Yet this one Circumſtance of 
Novelty in any religious Sentiments, eſpeci- 
ally fundamental and important ones, would 
ever be a ſorry Recommendation. g 


Oh, faid Mr. Harriſon, no Doubt bein 
it=—Novelty in Chriſtianity is a Contradic- 
tion. Stand ye in the Way and ſee, and aſe 
for the old Paths ——Goſpel Salvation, Sir, 
is the Thing; at all Times the ſame. 


I am pleaſed to hear you make ſuch a De- 
claration „ faid Mr. Wollerton. . Thou oh, me- 
thinks, good Sir, not in perfect Conſiſteney 
with the Opinions of your Party. For were 


ture they will include theſe. No moral Action, or other 
Act of the People was required, except as above, nor 
was any Part of the Covenant: Men were only to do 


nothing which ſhould hinder the Aleim from ſaving 


them — The Bounds of Virtue in the Actions of the 
Jews, nay even of the Chriſtians, were not preſeribed 
or limited, but left to the Effect, to the Conſequence 
the Act of Grace would have upon each, &c. &c.“— 
See Vol. I. p. 205—and alſo p. 241. But they, who 
are. diſpoſed to ſee more on this Subject, and to obſerve 
how well the Scholars have improved the Leſſons of their 
Maſter, may conſult a very curious Piece, entitled, 
A Creed, founded on Truth, and common Senſe, 
with ſome Strictures on the Origin of our Ideas, the 
primary Deſign of the Decalogue, the Light, Law, 
and Religion of Nature, natural Conſcience, and the 
Moral Senſe, by J. Dove, &c. 
111 many 


1331 
many of the Tenets of Jobn Calvin, and of 
his late elegant Defender Mr. Hervey, ex- 
amined by that Rule, and weighed in that 
Balance, I am afraid King Belſhazzars Te- 


tel [d], would be written upon many of 
them. 


Nay prithee, replied He, let Calvin and 
Hervey alone. As His ani mal, mentiſpus 
rapacius altæ.— One would imagine that 
che Elegance of their Writings, and the Ex- 
cellency of their Manners would, to moſt 
Men, commend the Doctrines, they ſo fine- 
ly illuſtrate. 


Tt muſt be very elegant Writing indeed, 
faid Moillerton, that could commend to me 
that comfortable Doctrine of unconditional 
Election and Reprobation——and the grand 
Fountain and Source of it, the original Con- 
demnation of all Mankind to everlaſting Pu- 
niſhment ſolely for Adam's Tranſgreſſion :- 
as well as the beautiful Conſequences drawn 
from thence, itrefiſtible-Grace---entire Loſs 
of Free- will imputed Righteouſneſs final 
Perſeverance and all the goodly Tribe of 


Anti-nomian Enormities I 


[* See Daniel, Chap. vi Ver. 27. 
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| x; 34 J 
Now I recollect, faid Mr. Harriſon, with 


. ſevere Indignation, it is to little Purpoſe rea- 


ſoning with you, who have been fo long a 
Scholar under that jeſuitical [e] Teacher 
IWeſiey, and are fo deep, I ſuppoſe, in the 
Myſteries of his Iniquity. 


I have often remarked, (Sid Mr. B.) = 


not without Smiles, that Gentlemen of your 
Sentiments, Friend Harriſon, are very libe- 


ral in throwing Dirt of that Kind upon any 


Oppoſers of your favourite Dogma's: Pre- 


ſume to diſpute your characteriſtic Doctrines, 
and urge a leſs exceptionable, a more ratio- 
nal Divinity, and you immediately raiſe the 
Cry of Popery, Jeſuits, Rome, and Anti- 
chriſt [F] I confeſs there appears to me 
ſomething highly mean, as well as ungene- 
rous in the Practice. For my own Part, 


[-] Mr. Harriſon poſſibly imbibed this Opinion, 
from reading Mr. Hervey's M. S. Anſwer to Weſtey; 
in which that Gentleman, moſt ſurpriſingly, labours to 
affix the Odium of Popery upon Mr. Weſley, and pro- 
duces ſeveral Paſſages from Catholic Writers, who ſpeak 
very conformably to his Sentiments, reſpeQing Chriſtian 
Perfection. Who would have believed this of Mr. Her- 
vey © Tantæne animis celeftibus Ire ? 

[ f ] See a Remark of L. Clarendon's, in p. * v. [ 
&e. of his Hiſtory o of the — BY 


bi 38: 1 

be Mr. Veſiey what he will, I take not upon 
me to judge: but 1 would as ſoon believe 
him a Mahometan, as a Papiſti.— However, 
this is not to the Matter in hand. Mr. Wol- 
lerton, you mentioned ſome of the Calviniſtic 
Tenets; pray, what have you to advance 
againſt them ? | 

Sir, replied He, you remember they were 
introduced by Mr. Harriſon's Claim to Anti- 
quity. My firſt and great Objection againſt 
them is, that they have no Right to this 
Claim: that they are new; not to be found 
in the Writings of the Primitive Fathers, of 
the three firſt Centuries : They are, properly' 
ſpeaking, no older than Calvin, or, if I muſt 
go further, certainly not older than St; 
_— [61 : 

You muſt allow me to contradict you, 
Sir, ſaid a Gentleman, who ſate by. They 
are much older than Auſlin, nay ſome of 
them, than Chriſtianity itfelf. For ſurely it 
would be no difficult Matter to-ſhew, and to 
Men of your Learning need only. be hinted, 
that the Doctrines of Prede/t;nation, Free- 
will, &c. are exactly the Doctrines of the old 
Fataliſis, were taught in the School of Zoro- 
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( 36 ] 
after, and imbibed by the Followers of Mas 
nes g]: and, properly ſpeaking, are the very 
Dregs of Heatheniſh Superſtition and Im 


piety. ; 


Sir, we are obliged to you for the Re. 


mark, faid Mr. Wollerton: and in Truth 
the Opinions are worthy their Original. For 


doubtleſs, to ſuppoſe that God, by an irre- 
verſible Decree, infallibly predeſtinated cer- 
tain Men to Salvation, and others to Dam- 
nation, many Ages before they were born; 
is to ſuppoſe the moſt harrid Impiety, and 


to make the God of Heaven a worſe Tyrant 


than the Prince of Darkneſs. * 


Whatever Doctrines, ſaid I, contradict 
thoſe rational Notions we have of God, and 
which Revelation demonſtrates to be true, 
we may be certain are falſe Doctrines. This, 
I-preſume, being laid down as an Axiom, or 
plain Truth, would ſoon put an End to the 
Diſpute—Now God is a Being of ſtrict Ju- 


flice : inviolable Truth: and conſummate: 


Goodneſs. . I can no more doubt this, than I 
can doubt my own Exiſtence. —But, uncon- 
e] It might be added, and are favourite Doctrines 
of Mabomat. See Sal's Koran. 


- * dee Weſt's Tracts againſt Haube. & c. on Pre: 
defbinaion, &c.- 


ditional 


U 37 1] 
ditional Reprobation 4 Election, believed 
and embraced, utterly ſubvert all theſe At- 
tributes of the Deity. His Iuſtice, (may it 
be ſpoken with due Reverence) is Morhery + 
his Truth, is See _ tender Mercies 


are cruel, 


I am amazed, aid Mr. Nilo what Bad 
theſe Men can propoſe to themſelves in 
preaching a Doctrine, which tends ſo mae 
to overthrow that Notion of the Deity, which 
is ſo clearly. diſcovered in the S. Scripture; and 
which is the chief Comfort of Mankind; 
Love, I mean: for God id Love. But alas }: 
how can that wretched' Being fay io, who, 
reprobated from all Eternity, is, in Conſe- 
quence of that Degree, weeping and nee 
ing his Teeth in Hell Fre. 


The Doctrine, in my Judgment, fad 
Mr. B. leads immediately-either to —_— 
tion or Deſpair : and I am forry to ſay, that 
I have but too often ſeen it productive o& 
theſe Effects. The ſtrenuous Aſſerters of it, 
are generally of a natrow, ſelfiſh, upghari- 
table Diſpoſition ; univerſally ſuppoſe them- 
ſelves of the Ele [H]: and too commonly 


L] Mr. Law, on Ae ee — of thoſe 
wy are moſt likely. to receive the Doctrine af. Au 
are 


[38 ] 
are not ſo holy in their Lives, as tlie Know- 
ledge of ſuch a Blefling as Election might 
be ſuppoſed to make them—Thetnſelyes 15 


The Privirofa Patbs of Dalliquce ad, 
And reck not their own Reed : bn 
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while the poor Creatures e are 
terrified. with a thouſand Fears, buffered by . 
Satan [k}, (as they! term it) and if they are 


5 
. 141 % 


rance,—reckons - chele, as 1 N and newly 
awakened Peiſons—2. Reſtleſs Self Lovers—3. Perſons* 
of a fanguine, tender and imaginary) Complexion 
4. All Kinds of. Hypocriirs, ſo, „All thoſe; who bla/< 
pbeme God in ſuch a Manner, as to make him from all 
Eternity abſolutely to elect ſome to an irrgſible Salva” 
tion, and abſolutely. to reprobate others to an unavoid- 
able Damnation. For there could be no fubſiſting un- 
der ſuch a horrid - Belief as this, but by thoſe, who, 
through a blind Partiality, ſtrong Bias of Self- Love, 
and Self. E/teem can work themſelves up into a full Aſ- 
ſurance, inward infallible Feelings, that they are in the 
Number of the abſolutely elected from all Eternity See 
the Work, p. 8 5. 
Li The whole Paſſige ! runs thus: 
Do not, as * fame ungfacious Paſtors do do, We 
- Shew me the fleep and thorry Way to Heaven: 
Whilſt like a puft and reckleſs Libertine, | . be 
Hine, the Primboſe,, dec. 3 HauLEr. 


15 Have you not ſeveral Times ond, ſays Bp. 
f Fowler, that the good-natured People of that . com- 
28 more than others of blaſphemous Thoughts? I am F 
I not 
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not of a Diſpoſition ſanguine and warm, too 
commonly are led, through exquiſite Diſ- 
treſs, to finiſh forceably; a, miſerable Exiſt- 
ence.- You ſaid, Sir, continued He, to 
the Cont who ſpoke concerning / 
Origin of the Opinion, that you looked up- 
on this Notion to be of Heathen Original: 
how came it, think you, to prevail ſo much 
in the Chriſtian World? | 25 


I apprehend Sir, he rephed, that the emi- 
nent Regard our firſt Reformers had for the 
Character of St. Auſtin; led them imper- 
ceptibly to embrace his Opinions, and to in- 
terpret thoſe Texts of Scripture, which ſeem 
to favour this Opinion, after his Manner. 
And it is eaſy to obſerve, that, when once 
this Notion is received, and thoſe Texts con- 
ſidered as ſpeaking in its Behalf, it muſt 
hold the firſt Rank, and be a prime Pillar in 
the Syſtem. For God's. Decrees muſt be 
prior to every other Conſideration. 


ſure, I have: and I have found, when I diſcourſed with 
them, that this Doctrine was the Occaſion of them. 
So that whether they will or no, their Reaſon ſuggeſts 
to them the dreadful Conſequences of it, which they 
would fain believe to be the Devil's Temptations. ' A 
Fu e e e 2246710 
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And accordingly you find them fo placed, 
Lid Mr. Wellervon, in u 8yſtems of Di- 
vinity drawn up, by the Favotrers of this 
(7. But is it not very furprifing, 
That in the preſent Times, when'thoſe Texts 
have been fo repeatedly ſhewn to have no 
Reference to particular Predeftination,--Is 
it not ſurprifing, that Men . * retain 
their old Error ! 


It is more ſurpriſing, ſaid I, in my Judg- 
em that any Man ſhould found a prime 
Fundamental (for ſo theſe Men judge it) of 
Chriſtianity, on a few dark and diſputable 
Texts, in immediate Contrariety to a Num- 
ber of plain and clear ones. Surely it ſhould 
1 ;be a Rule in the Interpretation af 

8. Seripture, to expound the few aut the 
difficult, by the many and the plain, and 


not the many and the plain, _ the few and 
the d difficult, Texts. 


What you have advanced, Gentlemen, 
ſaid Mr. B. ſeems very juſt: But 1 ap- 
prehend, you have not yet hit upon one 
Reaſon for the Prevalence of this Opinion, 


I] See the Aſſembly's Catechiſm where the firſt 
Chapter is, Of the Holy Scripture. The Second, Of 
the Holy Trinity. The third „Of God's eternal Decree 

which 


[ 41] 
which is perhaps as pregfant with Eyils, in 
the Syſtem of Divinity, as any other I mean 
the Doctrine of original Sin, as held and ex- 
19 by the Caboin! ical Writers. 


80. fo; ſaid Harriſon, I find then you 
are like to make excellent Work of it: We 
are to overturn the whole of Chriſtianity To- 
5 0 I perceive: Deny Original Sin? You 

re poiſoned too! Well, we are like to have 
ane Effects from wo Ti ler, s Writings! 


Fair and ſoftly; my good Ftiend;? faid Mr. 
B. with his uſual Complaiſance ; I was not 
going to deny original Sin as you term it. 
And perhaps were I called upon to deliver 
my Sentiments, 1 might have as much to ſay 
reſpefting Jobn Teyla, as yourſelf.— But I 
Was, going to oblerye, that to ſppgſe all 
Mankind ſubjetted by. God to eternal Damna- 
tion, folely for Adam's Offence Ei. is 
what I can never believe; is what, I think, 
the 8. Scriptures nevet teach, and is what 
immediately opens the Way to Election and 
es wt in heir, worſt Degree. | 


Sf The Reader i is deſited particularly ts note this 
Poſition, as being nr winch at Er is con- 


1 e e 5 | 
G | : 1220114572 


[42 } 
WI you indulge me, Gentlemen, with 
your. Patience a Minute or two, ſaid: L Mr. 
Holle ton, while 1 read Part of a Letdet on 
this Topic, which pleaſed me much, and of 
which I procured a Copy this very Day La]: 
hy; ſtates the Matter: in a clear, Light. 


eee to | hear it, _— 
follows': 


Obſervation concerning Oki Mix Al S: 
e Is a Leun e IEG 


RevexenD SIR, © * $0 
HEN one conſiders the infinite Per 
fections of the Glorious Deity, Dis 
Re and repeated Declarations, and even 
his @ath, that he willeth not the Death of 
a Sinner, together with that amazing Bi- 
play of his boundleſs Love to Mankind; the 
ſending his only begotten Son to redeem 
them «, 0 everlaſting Deſtrudtion: * be- 


[1] We have been informed, that A. Lan *. 
ſent to Mr. Meſiy, and therefore we may eaſily account 
for its falling into Mr. Ialarton : Hand: We alfo. find, 
that ſome imperſe& Copies of it have been printed elſe- 

where: We take not upon us to defend it, ox. ta decide, 

| in the Controverſy : Let thy Learned judge. | 
* | comes 

| 


1 
comes no leſs Matter of Wonder, than La- 


mentation, that 'a Doctrine fo very abſurd, 


and contradictory 'to the Common Senſe of 
Mankind as well as to the whole Tenour of 
the Old and Næw Teftement, (as is that of un- 
conditional Election and Reprobation) ſhould 
ever have been ſuppoſed a Part of the Chri- 
ſtian Syſtem : But, ſtrange as it may appear, 
it is really Fact, that it has been ſuppoſed, 
and not only ſuppoſed, but contended for, 
with the —— Warmth, even to Impriſon- 
ments, Baniſhments, &c. and the Belief 
thereof infiſted on as the very d of 
rin itſelf, 


Many excellent Writers have, ; from Time 
to Time, appeared in Oppoſition - to this 
miſtaken Opinion, whereby it has been of- 
ten and ſolidly -confuted : nevertheleſs the 
Evil is not effectually cured ; and it is ap- 
prehended, chat it Will never be entirely 
rooted out of Men's Minds, till that Founda- 
tion Doctrine, on which the whole Super- 
ſtructure of unconditional Predeſtination is 
built, be effectually overthrown, namely, 
The Calviniſtical Docknge. Wan Ori- 
ginal os Hee) 4 01 4 
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For it is very evident, that t if God 5 
juſtly conſign over the whole Human Race 
to eternal Puniſhment, only becauſe our 
firſt Parent Adam eat of the forbidden 
Fruit, which is called his Sin Inputed, or an 
Account of that Corruption of Nature de 
rived from him, called Sin Imparted; I ſay, if 
God could juftly puniſh All. Mankind :with 
eternal Miſery, merely on either of theſe Ac. 


counts, the Doctrine of the Sublapſariins 


(how abſurd ſoever it may appear) can ne- 


ver be demonſtrated falſe by any Principles 
of Reaſon: For, tis very plain, that the 
Puniſhment of Men being juſt, God was 
nat obliged, by any of his Attributes, to 


keep them from it; and therefore, if he 


ve Chriſt to redeem ever ſo 901 he would 
ſtill be both” ull and merciful. W 2 


# © | < 
N 4 
* 


But it is Gery evident, chat ark of 
theſe Opinions can poſlibly be true; ſince an 
infinitely righteous Being can never do an 
unjuſt Thing; and to puniſh me, merely 
becauſe my Father has offended, or becauſe 
he has corrupted me, which it was not in 
my Power to prevent, God himſelf having 
Jaid me under an invincible Neceſſity of de- 
riving 


1451 

riving that Corruption from him, is ; not, 
cannot be Fuſtice'; but is diametrically con- 
trary to the very Eſſence thereof: and there- 
fore any one may be certain à priori, that 
no Revelation, coming from God, can ever 
teach ſuch a Doctrine, it being contrary to 
all his moral Attributes. 


is © is enough to make : a Man ſinile, to ſee 
what miſerable Shifts the Patrons of this 
Notion are put to, in order to defend it. 
Some of them, (convinced, no Doubt, of 
the glaring Abſurdity of tormenting one 
Man eternally for another's Fault) are pleaſed 
to tell ys, that, we willed in Adam, This, 
as ridiculous as it is, is entirely giving up 
the Queſtion, and denying any Condemna- 
tion on his Account, by placing it to: that of 
every Man as acting for himſelf: For, if I 
willed to eat the forbidden Fruit, the Fault 
is mine, and not that of our firſt Parent. 
But how I could will any. thing more than 
5000 Years before I was born, I cannot un- 
derſtand, and would be glad if ſome of the 
Patrons of this _ would be pleaſed to 


inform me. P 


Qthers there are who aſſert, «i God is a 


Soyereign Being, and may do whatſoever he 
pteaſes 
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pleaſes [o. But if this were feally the Cal 
I ſhould defire to know of theſe 'Perſons, 

what Security they have, that he will not 
torment the'.El# (as they call themſelves) 
everlaſtingly in Hell. If they reply, that 
he has promiſed the contrary, and that is 
— Security; 1 anſwer, ſuppoſe he 
ſhould will not to keep ſuch a Promiſe; 
where are they then? If they reply, that 
the eternal Reæctitudè of his Nature will not 
ſuffer him tb lie; that is very true: But is 
entirely giving np what they aſſerted before, 

«that his Will is the only Rule of all Righ- 
teouſneſs; and is placing their Security not 
merely on the Will of God; but on thoſe 
Aral Attributes; which do eternally ob- 
nge him to will nothing bor what is ſtrietiy 
jolt quad ri git 8 


1 » 


800 thete are, 1 Ta ſeveral I 
of the Calviniſt's Perſuaſion in other Ref- 


pets, "who are afraid that if we deny the 


Imputation of Adam's Sin to his Poſterity, 
we muſt, of Conſequence, give up 'of 


j ChrifFs. Righteouſneſs, But that is a Ver 


Fr poet 1 8 mi icht as well aſſert 


i b See Bp. Ne Fre Diſoue, p. 218, Ke. 
4 | chat 


* 
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that a Man eunnet transfer his Right to- an 


Eſtate to another Perſon, without having, of 


Conſequence; a Night to take away his Life: 
It is evident; that God, as a good Being; 
may confer - Happineſs on his Creatures; 
merely becauſe he will; but he cannot, oni 
the contrary, confer Miſery for no other 
Reaſon, becauſe it is contrary to the Nature 
of a Good Being fo to do. S0 ſays gt. Aua 
« God: is good, and God is-juſt'; he-may; - 
v_ any. Deſert, fros Men fron: Puniſſa. 
ent, becauſe he is good}; but he cannet 
— any Man without Evi hs oof 
e PIER MILE gti 92 


„ dT 
. FAY Tt 4 (IC! JL 41 Al wits kf 20 


Tris Ettain that, in Alt Calls where: mY 
tributive Juſtice is concerned, the white - 
Reward, whether of Good or Evil, belongs 
folely to him, 'who- did' cke Work; neither 
can the leaſt Part thereof (unleſs. by: Con- 
ſent) be given to any other without mani 
feſt Injury; and therefore, if God punith 


me for anather's Fault, without - my oven ” 


Conſent, he gives me the proper Wages 
due to ancther's Crime; and * fac as he 
does this, the other Perſon muſt ſtand ex- 
cuſed, we the. Guilty is ſuffered: to go 
E 
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[48] 
free, and the Innocent put in his Place; 
than which nothing can poſſibly be more 
unjuſt. With Reſpect to the Reward of 
Cbriſts Righteouſneſs, i it is certain the whole 
thereof, in every Jot and Tittle,. belongs. to 


him and him only: But, as it is his Deſire, 


that others ſhould enjoy the Benefits thereof, 
when it is given to them, it is-manifeſt no 
Injury is done to him at all. Indeed, he be- 
ing Over all, God Bleſſed for evermore, is 
incapable of receiving any of the Reward 


thereof at all; and therefore muſt either 


transfer it, or elſe his Labour muſt go unre- 
warded : From whence it appears, that the 


| Caſes of the Imputation of Adam's Sin, and 


Chr: its. Wee ek are, aw no Means 


. 
Nev. Sr, 1 » 
+ I. * 41 1 1 


2 
„„ 


=. _—_ 3 Be 804 4 55 Cal. 
Salts; who hold the Doctrine of ſuperabun- 


dant Merit in ſuch Abhorrence, ſhouldſem - 


brace an Hypotheſis, which makes them 
greater Friends thereto than any Papiſt on 
the Earth. For, if: God entered into a, Co- 
venant with our firſt Parent, in Behalf of all 
Mankind; (as St. Austin and they affirm) | if 
he had ſtood, : the-Conſequenee: aquit 1 


49 1 

been, that we ſhould all have been made 
everlaſtingly happy in Heaven, through his 
Perſonal Merit: Strange Doctrine! what 
becomes of the Proofs of our Saviour's Di- 
vinity, drawn from the Doctrine of our Re- 
demption? 


From what has been HOY it plainly ap- 
pears, that the Suppoſitions, that all Man- 
kind are ſubject to eternal Miſery, merely 
on Account of Adam's Tranſgreſſion, is evi- 
dently a falſe one; impoſſible to be contain- 
ed in any Revelation coming from God; and 
therefore can be no Scripture Doctrine: for 
if it were, the Conſequence would plainly 
be, that the Bible could not be a Divine 
Revelation; and of Courſe every Perſon 
would be obliged to reject it (ſee the Con- 
ſequences of teaching the Eternal Damna- 
tion of all Mankind for Adam's Sin!) From 
whence it follows, that thoſe Scriptures, 
which are imagined to teach it, are miſun- 
derſtood. Indeed it is much to be wonder- 


ed at, that any Scriptures ſhould be ſuppoſed _ 


to teach it at all, when God himſelf has ex- 


prefily declared againſt any ſuch Proceeding, - 


by affirming, that the Son ſhail not bear the 
Tniquity of the Father ; But that the Saul that 
H finneth, 
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1 
Anneth, it ſhall die; and what is very remark. 
able, calls on Mankind at the fame Time; to 


judge concerning the Equality of his Ways. 


- But that they do not teach it, is ſuffi- 
ciently evident from this Conſideration, 
that it was not the Opinions of the ancient 
Chriſtian Church (the beſt Commentator in 
Matters of ſuch Importance.) This is clear 
from plain Teſtimonies. Thus Juſtin Mar- 
tyr, „neither ſhall the Father periſh for the 
Iniquity of the Son, nor the Son for the Fa- 
ther ; but every one ſhall periſh for his own 
Sin.” — “ he that has no Hand in making 
himſelf good or bad, but is born ſo ready 
made, is no proper Subject for the Diſtribu- 
tion of Juſtice.” So Mznifius Felix, © the 
Man ſhall be judged for the Actions which 
are in his own Power, and not for his Quali- 
ty or good Fortune, which is not at his own 
Dipoſal. And thus it is not the Quality of 
our Birth, but the Depravity of our Wills, 
that weſhall be puniſhed for: and Tertullian, 
ce neither the Wages of that which 1s good or 
evil, can juſtly be paid to him who is found 
to be good or evil out of Neceſſity, and not 
of Choice:” to which a Number of other 
Paſſages might be added. And even when 
K. 


1. 


St. Auſtin became ſo ſtrenuous an Advocate 
for the Puniſhment of unbaptized Infants, in 
direct Contradiction not only to the whole 
Eaſtern Church, but alſo to what himſelf 
had urged with ſo much Strength of Reaſon 
againſt the Mamcbees, he never dared to ven- 
ture the Lengths of the Modern Calviniſts ; 
but aſſerted, that Infants were ſubject to only 
ſuch a Degree of Puniſhment, in which it 
was more eligible for them to exiſt, than 
not to have any Being at all: though, how 
he could confiſtently make them liable to 
any, after having expreſſly aſſerted, that 
no Man can juſtly be condemned for any 
Action done, without his Knowledge, or 
without his Power to map it, is impoſſible 
to underſtand. 


I ſhall cloſe my Obſervations with the 
Words of a Prelate of our Church“ I can 
believe no Senſe of Scripture true, that plain- 
ly contradicts the ſelf-evident Notions of 
Good and Evil, which God hath put into my 
Soul, and were born with me; for 1 could 
have no Reaſon to believe the Scriptures to 
be God's Word, nor any thing I am ſure 
God himſelf faith to be infallibly true, were 


It not for thoſe Notions.” — 
* * 
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„ no OL 


ce It is no ſmall Affliction to me to find 
tt ſo many falſe Opinions embraced by many 
ce valuable Perſons, who ſeem really to have 
te the Honour of our Lord Teſus Chri/?, and 
« the Good of Mankind at Heart. I have 
te had the Mortification lately to hear it af- 
te ſerted in one of our Churches, that we 
© muſt believe, (and that under Pain of 
e eternal Damnation) that our Lord Tefis 
* Chrift is ſelf-exiſtent, — [ al and this Conꝰ 
ce ceit, notwithſtanding it is expreſſly con- 
te trary to all our Creeds, as well as to Scrip- 
* ture, and common Senſe, and to all pri- 
e rnitive Antiquity, (as thoſe truly venera- 


[?] This hath not only been aſſorted from the Pul- 
pit, but alſo from the Preſs, in the Sermon, we ima» 
gine, to which this Gentleman alludes See a Diſcourſe 
upon the Self. exiſtence of Jeſus Chriſt, by M. Ro- 
maine —— This Writer's Text is from John. viii. 24. 
And he begins his Diſcourſe thus: This is a very 
awakening Scripture ; and ought to rouſe up your parti» 
cular Attention, The Doctrine here maintained is the 
Self-exiſtence of Jeſus Chriſt; which is not a mere 
ſpeculative Point, it is not an indifferent Thing, whe- 
ther you believe it or not: but your Eternal Saluation is 
ſo much concerned in it, that i you do not believe it, you 
will die in your Sins, and will have every one of them 

to anſwer for, at the Tribunal of G. 


et ble 


( 83 J 
« ble Perſons, Bp. Pearſon, Bp. Bull, and 


« Dr. Waterland have abundantly ſhewn) is 


« now making a Progreſs amongſt us: 
« the Doctrine of eternal Generation, is 
« treated as Nonſenſe, Abſurdity, and what 
ce not [q]: and pur Bleſſed Lord is affirmed 
« to be the Sor of God only on Account of 
ce his human Nature - Oh that my Head were 


Waters, &. 


1755. 
Upon my Word, Mr. Wollerton, ſaid Mr. 


B. this is a very acute and ſenſible Writer: 


I am much pleaſed with his Letter, and 
ſhall beg a Copy :-—It is obvious to remark, 
that this Doctrine hath introduced that peſti- 
ferous one © of the utter Slavery of the hu- 
man Will.” What pity to think that ſuch 
a Man as Luther ſhould have written a Book 
de ſer vo Arbitri6? Eraſmus ſurely choſe ſa- 
gaciouſly, when he attacked him in that 
2 


Though Iam no Friend to the Character 
of Eraſmus [7], faid I, timorous and time- 


[4] See Page 15. n. 4 

[r] That Mr. CO hs makes no ill zodiac the 
Reader may be ſatisfied by reading Dr. Fortin's Life of 
Eraſmus, 


ſerving 


1 541 
ſerving as he was, without any the leaſt 
Spark of the Heroiſm of Martin Luther, yet 


_ ſurely his Book on this Subject deſerves much 


Praiſe; and one can never enough lament 
the Triumph of the Papiſis, upon the Pub- 
lication of ſuch a Book, by the great Cham- 
pion of the Reformation j 3— For it requires, 
one would conceive, but a very ſmall De- 
gree of Penetration, to diſcern that if you 
deny to Man a Freedom of Will and Liber- 
ty of Action, you render him as mere a Ma- 
.chine, as the very Brute, and of Conſe- 
quence, as incapable of Rewards or Puniſh- 
ments. 


So then, Sir, ſaid Mr. Harriſon, I per- 
ceive you are ſelf-ſufficient: and have 10 
need of divine Grace: but by the Freedom 
of your Will can chuſe or refuſe, can do 
Good or Evil If this be agreeable to the 
Goſpel, why then ſo is Popery. 


Nay but, Sir, replied I, you jump too 
faſt to your Concluſion. I never ſaid, there 
was no need of Divine Grace: God forbid I 
ſhould advance any ſuch Poſition. I only 
maintained, that Man is endued with a Free- 

I dom 


181 

dom of Will and Choice; and for this very 
obvious Reaſon, becauſe he otherwiſe could 
not be, what we all believe him, © an ac- 
countable Creature, in a State of Probation 
—to be rewarded or puniſhed hereafter, as 
he ſhall have done Good or Evil.“ And 
theſe are the Sentiments of the firſt, beſt, 
| and the moſt eminent Chriſtian Writers. | 


That Man is endued with a Freedom of 
Will, faid Mr. B. and can chooſe Good or 
refuſe it, is evident to the leaſt Obſervation. 
Very nice Diſtinctions ſeem to me unneceſſary 


reſpecting the Point, and indeed tend only to 


perplex it. Is it not ſufficient that we ad- 
mit, and pray for the Aſſiſtance of God's 
Spirit; which we may then be aſſured, we 
ſhall have in Co-operation with our own 
ſincere Efforts? ? | 


1 think, Sir, ſaid I, we may go further: 
—and declare, that though the Spirit of 
God acteth not irręfiſtibly, (to admit which 
would be utterly to deny the free Agency of 
Man, and to introduce innumerable, abſurd 


Conſequences —— yet he acteth upon the 


Mind of every baptized Chriſtian, ſo as to 
reſtore 


k 1. 
reſtore to all, that Power of Free- will, that 
Equilibrium of the Mind, (if I may fo call 
it) which, we may ſuppoſe, deſtroyed and loſt 
at the Fall; and ever aſſiſts and works 97th 
us, both to will and to do of his good Plea- 
ſure. Permit me to obſerve further, that in 
thinking upon this Subject, as I lately tra- 
velled in the Country, when I beheld the 
Fields beautifully cloathed with Corn: the 
yellow Wheat waving, and the verdant Beans 
perfuming the Dales: I could not help ſay- 
ing, < See the Bleſſing of God co-operating 
with the Labour of Man. Had not Man 
plowed the Fields, ſowed his Crops, and 
performed all the neceſſary Buſineſs of Huſ- 
bandry ; theſe Fields had been a barren De- 
fart over-run with Weeds. On the other 
Hand, had God with-held his refreſhing 
Dews and foſtering Showers; had he kept 
the ripening Brightneſs of the Sun beneath 
the thick Clouds of Heaven, the dejected 
Huſbandman had mourned his loſt Labour, 
and pale Famine had ſtalked over the af- 
frighted Land. And is it not the ſame 
in Grace ?---Man muſt do. his Part, if he 
would ſee of the Travel o his Soul: yet ſo 
as to depend on the divine Aſſiſtance; with- 


out 
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out which, neither he that planteth, nor he 
that watereth, is any thing. 


Bir, faid Mr. Gifford, we are much ob- 

liged to you for the Remark : Nature holds 
out Inſtruction to us in every great Truth: 
we ſhould be much clearer in many: Princi- 
ples, if we would attend to the Book of Na- 
ture, that other Volume of divine Revela- 
tion. And ſurely if ſome of our modern 
Enthufiaſts, the Moravians eſpecially, would 
have attended to this State of the Caſe, as 
you have given it, we ſhould never have 
heard one Word of their peſtilent Doctrine, 
Stand ſtill [5]: 


The e re ple Mr. . . 
have met with ſevere Treatment enough: 
So we may as well leave them out of the 
Queſtion. For my own Part I cannot help 
thinking Count Zrntzendorf a very good 
Man: though to be ſure Mr. Wefley has ad- 
vanced ſome grievous Things: and I muſt 


not doubt Mr. Wy s Veracity, or Since- 
* 


[s] For a ſatisfactory Account of the Moravians, we 
refer our Readers to © The Hiſtory of the Moravian, 
Kc. - by Henry Rimius.” 5 

| Did 


= Err 


584. 
Did IP ever - ſaid Mr. Willn, Ri. 


mius and Frey's Account of them? if 
not, permit me to refer you to them: and 
there need be no more ſaid of Moravians. 


No, nor of Methodifts, J think you might 
add, after the Biſhop of Exeter's Book [7], 
faid Mr. — | 


No, norof Hutchinſonians, after Dr. Sharp's 
Diſſertations, ſaid Mr. Wollerton [u]. 


We who were leſs intereſted, could not 
help ſmiling: and indeed a general one pre- 
vailed upon every Face: How happy would 
it be, if every Man would ſeriouſly bring 


[t] I know not what Right or Authority Mr. G:fford 
has to call the Book he evidently refers to here, “ the 
Biſhop of Exeter s —ſince I do not any where find, that 
the Biſhop hath put his Name to it. The Book meant 
is, The Enthuſiaſm of Methodiſts and Papiſts com- 
pared”'—in 2 Vol. | 

[4] Dr. Sharpe's Diſſertation on Cherubim, hath ne- 
ver been anſwered—from whence it ſeems to follow, 
that the Zutchinſonians have given up that Point. We 
ſhall be reminded, I ſuppoſe, of ſomething thrown out 
by Julius Bate, who hath fought ſo long in the good 
Cauſe, that if he can find no Second, he muſt fight, 1 
am perſuaded, by himſelf : but _— no Man will call 
his an Anſwer / 


how 


[ 59 ] 


home to himſelf, the Inſtructions, that right 
be drawn from theſe Hints! 


You ſeem, Mr. Wellerton, faid I, to have 
a very, fayourable Idea of Mr. Weſley : and 
to be well acquainted with his dentiments, 
pray have you ſeen his * Proſervative again 
unſettled Opinions?“ 


Oh yes, Sir, replied he; I have the Plea- 
ſure of a particular Intimacy with Mr. Weſley : 
He did me the Favour to make me a Pre- 
ſent of his Book amongſt the firſt of his 


Friends. . 


And did not that Book furpriſe you, 3 
ſaid I; eſpecially at the Concluſion, where 
he ſo ſtrongly exhorts his Followers, and 


Preachers, to © avoid a Separation from the 


Church of England!“ [x] I declare, I al- 
ways looked upon Mr. Weſley and Mr. Mbit. 
feld, as profeſt Separatiſts: and cannot help 
being amazed, at their laying claim to Unity 
with the Church, after what they have done. 


[x] See p. 237 He begins his Piece us Whe- 
ther it be /awfu! or no (which itſelf may be diſputed, 
being not ſo clear a Point as ſome | may imagine) it is 
by no Means zxpedient for 4s to 0 fepqrute * W 
liſhed Church, en | 

12 Why 


{ 6o ] 


Why Sir, I muſt tell you, ſaid 155. you 
have been grievouſly miſtaken: and certain- 
ly have not read the Appeals:“ or you 
would have ſeen that the Church has no 
where a truer Friend than Mr. We efley : 
for Whitfield, I believe in my Heart, he is a 
rank Difſenter ! ; 


"Nay as to that, faid Mr. Giffrd, I fancy 
it would put a Man to ſome Difficulty to 
ſhew any Difference between them. In the 


better Ages of the Church, the Actions of 


each would have been ſufficient to have pro- 
cured them an W 5 


Perhaps; Sir, replied I, you PER rather 
too warmly : and they would tell you, that 
in the better Days of the Church, they 
ſhould not have been compelled ſo to act.— 
But to paſs this over; I cannot for my own 
Part conceive, what Sophiſtry of Argument 
can be ſufficient to diſprove therr Separation, 
who have broke loſe from all Obedience to 


their Ordinary; entirely leaped over all pa- 


rochial Unity and Communion; have built 
and continually preach in Conventicles, un- 
der a Licence, as Difſenters 3 Who diſuſe the. 

Liturgy 


Liturgy of the church of England [3]; who 
preach in all Places, without Reſerve; And, 
(which 3 is worſt of all, and a Source, I am 
convinced by Experience, of innumerable 
Evils,) who employ, and ſend forth Lay- 
men of the moſt unlettered Sort, to preach 
the Goſpel, without any Authority or Com- 
miſſion from God or Man. [Z] And, af- 
ter all this, to hear ſuch Men exhorting to 


Union, and diſclaiming Separation ; has 


ſomething. in it ſo double and ſo offenſive, 
that it mult raiſe the Indignation 'of ory 
ſerious ang reren Chriſtian, 


[5] They uſe 1 alſo at res -d in the 


Chapel at Long Acre conſtantly uſed it and J/—5—y 


uſes it at his Chapel near the Sever Dials—Nay, and 
We are informed, that - uſes it in his Chapel or Con- 
venticle (or whatever he calls it) in 7 oitenham Court. — 
Dus Fuit unquam tam diſpar / | 


[z] I take great Pleaſure in referring the Reader (eſ- 
pecially if any inclined to Methodiſm, ſhould deign to 
read theſe Pages) to ©* Extradts of Letters relating to 
Met hodiſis and Moravians'—written with an excellent 
and candid Spirit, by a Layman, whoſe diſtinguiſhed 
Piety does Credit to his elevated Rank in Life. —And E 
muſt be allowed to add—as a Work well deſerving 2 
ſerious Peruſal, © An Addreſs to the Right Honoura- 
ble——with ſeveral Letters to the D—ſs of from 
the Lady——in Vindication of her Conduct, on being 
charged with Methodiſm.“ 


Truly, 
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[6] 


Auth Sir, aid, Mr. Gifford, 1 is. 8 
thing more extraordinary, than ſuch; Men's 
Claims to Friendſhip. with the Church of 
England. Eſpecially when they are; preach- 
ing Doctrines contrary. to the Faith of that 
Church; while the one is a profeſt Calviniſt 
of the higheſt Form: and the other makes 
Aﬀarance and Perfefion the two grand Foun- 
dation Stones of bis zeligious Syſtem. ag) 


You ſhould do Mr. 5 ley Juſtice, how- 
g ever, ſaid Mr. Mollerton, i in this, that he has 
ö fully declared his Diſſent, nay, and I think 

clearly confuted the ee of n 


narion, &c. [a] 


Much to his bb. wih fag Harri- 
| fon! He would have, ſhewn himſelf a more 
| honeſt, and much better Man, if he had let 
1 Mr. .--d alone: He has done no good to 
= the Cauſe by making ſuch a Separation, and. 

i honey up againſt his old Friend. But he 
fights againſt every body. Mr. Hervey ſays : 
| well of him, that © not only like Mmael, his 
| Hand is againſt every Man, and every Man's 
Hand againſt him---but alſo his Hand i is " 


: le! See his Tracis, &c. on this Sabſeg. 
* 


1631 
againſt himſelf [o]: For I am ſure his own 
Writings abundantly contradict themſelves: 


and it would be no hard Matter to ſet Jan 


againſt We gf, and Wi 90 Again Jobi. 


. x 


I think, however): ſaid Mr. Gifard, 5 
continues ſtedfaſt in his favourite e at 
Aſſurance and e K V nin ne 


Doubtleſs, replied Mr. W, ben and no- 
body has yet confuted _ | 


Pardon me, Sir, 624 L 2" aſking uch a 


Queſtion; you may either anſwer it. or let ĩt 
alone, as you judge bes. Wat: en r 
this internal Aſſurance? * | 


I can't fay poſitively that J have, replied 
Mr. Wollerton; but I am ſeeking after it: I 
judge it an ineſtimable wer and men 
many chat have it. 1 


Then sir, faid I, you are no |" Biljever, 
according to Mr. We e/ey's Syſtem: for he 
holds this Aſſurance to be eſfential to Faith: 
and that no Man is ima ſalvable State, till he 
is aſſured, * an internal Teſtimony e of the 


(4] This is am. Expreſſion from Mr. Tang 148. 
and yet unprinted Anſwer. 
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64 J. 
Spirit, that bis, even bis, Ciba are W 


given [c]. 


Why, Sir, to tell you the Truth, dad 
Mr. MWollerton, this ſometimes makes me a 
little uneaſy : J cannot yet find this Aſſu- 
rance: and I hear it often preached: and 
upon aſking Mr. Jfley, he bids me go on 


and ſeek -A Lord, and he will at os: 


give it me. 


Verily, Sir, ſaid I, I know not one Text 
of Scripture you have to rely. upon, as a 
Promiſe of this Gift. It is a wild Notion, 
which Mr. Weſiey picked up amongſt his 
Moravian Brethren [d]; and it muſt be con- 
feſſed, is an excellent one to keep his Peo- 
ple dependant upon him, and faſt bound 


(c] In ſome Letters (lately publiſhed) between Mr. 
Weſley and Mr. Thomſon, this Doctrine of- Aſſurance is 
ſhewn in its true Light: and Mr. Neſſey, by the Acute- 
neſs of his Antagoniſt, is brought to, make ſome Con- 
ceſſions, not very conſonant to his general Opinion. 


The Reader is referred to them for complete Informa- 


tion: and I think we may add, complete Satisfaction, 
reſpecting this prime Pillar of Met hodi m. 

[4] See Mr. Aa s firſt Journal, p. 16— 30, Part II. 
wherein He gives an Account of the extraordinary 
Manner, by which He was convinced of the Truth of 
this Doctrine, | 


an 


even by thoſe, who would be hardly" beſted 


Te 
in the Chains of Enthuſiaſm. For this is 
the very Eſſence of Entbufiafm. hes 


For my Part, faid Mr. gallen, 1 ins 
confeſs to you, that I hear that ſame Word 
Enthuſiaſm ſo frequently uſed, and fo ab- 
ſurdly applied, that 1 begin no longer to 
confider it as a Bugbear; or at moſt to un- 
derſtand it only 4 as another AY ris 


Chriſtianity. 


I am 8 to 3 * . that 
Remark, faid Mt. G: r when your Apoll 
has taketi the Pains to write and publiſh a 
Sermon * on f the Subject, purpoſely, a8 it 


ſhould "ſeem, to ſettle the ne" of des 


Flock, "In regard! toithis Point WF” ob 


A cheinber bee wt fir, * 
He; And amn certain. that if many, who 
are called” t (and that very oſten 


to N the Word) 
the Teſts there laid down, they would be 
found very wide of Eathuffam; which I 
profefs, I am apt to think, in en e 
rather a Virtue than a Defett| 


Tf See g Belmone, wm 17. 


Nor 


- 


With the Deiſt and Infidel, with the Enemy 


[ 667] 


hes are you fin gular, Mr. Wellertoi, faid 
Mr. B. in that Opinion: the celebrated Lord 
Shaftſbury ſpeaks very handſomely of Enthu- 


fiaſm; and thinks there never was any Man 


great or excellent without it [f]. And un- 
doubtedly Enthu/iaſm, conſidered as expreſ- 
ſive of a divine and noble Elevation of Soul, 
has nothing evil in it. But when applied t to 
Religion, it conveys, in its true and Proper, 
Senſe, «very lorem AE 


1 ſhould be glad to knows that true 1 
roger Senſe, ſaid Mr. Harriſon : for I find 


of all Revelation, that. the, greateſt Ent Du fir 
afts are Moſes and the Prophets, are brill and 
his Apoſtles: with the worldly and the ſen- 


ſual, the greateſt Enthuſiaſts are the,: ions, 


and heavenly- minded: with the ah 
and the nominal Profeſſor the greateſt Euthu- 
ſiaſts are real and ſincere Chriſtians——Apd 
with—TI:::eovld-: go on; but this is P 
enough, that we differ much in 5 
tions of Enthufiaſm; I ſhould, be 9 
to know, what this ſame. 0 . 0 
Enthufiaſm, really.s.* © ad W on aden 


[f] See CharaQeriſtics, Vol. by kae, concerning 


Enthn . h 
eſe 75 I dare 


LS ale d wn oF CTR ĩͤ 


[ & ] 

I dare fay, faid Mr. B. we ſhall more rea- 
diy acquieſce in the great Mr. Loches Senti- 
ments upon this Head, than any other Man's: 
---Let us refer to his Eſſay---According to 
him, «© Enthufiaſm is a vain Belief of private 
Revelation---a groundleſs Opinion of imme- 
diate Illumination from the Spirit of God.” 
This he obſerves is not founded either on 
Reaſon or Revelation: but ariſeth from the 
Conceits of a warmed and overweening 
Brain---leading Men to fancy they have ſu- 

rnatural Communications, when they have 


no ſuch Thing. And when once it gets foot- 


ing, it operates more ſtrongly, upon the Per- 
ſuaſions and Actions of Men, than either 
Reaſon or true Revelation---Men being moſt 
forwardly obedient to the Impulſes they re- 
ceive from themſelves. And the whole 
Man is ſure to act moſt vigorouſly, where the 
whole Man is carried by a natural Motion : 
For ſtrong Conceit, like a new Principle, 
carries all eaſily with it; when got above. 
common Senſe, and'freed from all Reftraint. 
of Reaſon and Check of Reflexion, it is 
heightened into a divine Authority, in Con- 
currence with our own Temper and e 


tion [g]. 


id] See the whole Chapter (which well. deſerves 2 
K 2 I chink, 


6 
bo think, faid a Gentleman, who fate by; 
r. More defines Enjinglaſm,” in Agreement 


ich Mr. Locke, to be, * A full but falſe 


Perſuaſion that a Man is inſpired [S].“ But 
there are Doubts about the Word itſelf. The 
ſtrict Derivation of it has not yet been” ſets 
tled by the Etymologiſts [7]; It appears ta 
me to have been uſed among the Heathens 
in a good Senſe ; almoſt in the Senſe we uſe 
the Word Inſpiration, which literally ſigni⸗ 
fies a Breathing in, and fo a ſupernatural 
Manner of infuſing Ideas into the Mind. 
F or the Heathens had a Notion, that their 
Prophets, their Prieſts, and Prieſteſſes were 
inflated by the, God, as if by the Ar, blow: 
ing into and ſwelling them. And agreeable 


to this Idea, Enthufiafm Eos, OH, I con- 


ceive, originally ſignified, that inward Tnfld- 
tion, Motion, or Inſpiration, which, the Hea- 
thens imagined, always attended thoſe divine 


moft attentive reading) in Mr. Los Ely, vol. lt. 


B. iv. c. 19. Sect. 7, &c. 


JL] See Dr. Moros ſhort Diſcourſe of n p. 2. 

1 dome would derive Ebgciaou®-, from Erbe g- 
Deus intus, the God within. which ſeems the true De- 
rivation. Some have hinted Eyr& and Tess an in- 
ward Motien, ſhaking, &c. which may expreſs the 
Thing, but ſeems not . to the Genius of the 
Greek Language. Pr git edi 58 


er. 


"bobs 


4 69] 


and ſupernatural Communications.— And as 


thoſe Communications were for the moſt 
Part falſe or pretended, or diabolical, hence 
Entbufiaſm came to be applied to a falſe and 
vain Opinion of private Revelation, to a 
groundleſs Belief and Confidence of divine 
Favour and Communication. And it is 
found, that wherever. this Perſuaſion 1 
vails, all Reaſon and. eee are Joſt, and 


un vailin | 
a Sr 1 17 rr CI 


This, [5 1 faid Mr. B. 1 preciſely 5 
with what Mr. Locle Lake <« when once 


Men have fallen into Enthuſiaſm, and are 


got into the Way of immediate Revelation, 
of Illumination without Search, of Certainty 
without Proof, and without Examination, it 
is no eaſy. Matter to recover them. They 


have found out a much, eaſier Method to þ 


4 4 


ductions of Reaſon; per een Reaſon” 5 


wholly loſt upon them. They fee, and they | 
feel; 7 it would be ridiculous to pretend to 


reaſon with Men againſt the full and 1225 
Teſting $1 the Senſes. | | 
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[7] 
and wen Perſuaſions are right Only becauſs 
they a are ſtrong f in them. For wen what 
they ſay, is ſtript of the Metaphors of ſee⸗ 
ing and feeling, this is all it amounts to; 
and yet theſe Siriles' ſo impoſe upon them; 
that they ſerve*them for Certainty in chem- 
ſelves, and for Demonſtration t to others.” | 

Mr: Locke 8 Obfervation: faid I. is every 
Day verified: when you come to demand of 
theſe Men. a Proof, that what they urge is 
indeed 2 divine and particular, Revelation ; 
All their Proof is no more than this: << It ; 
is a. Revelation becauſe they believe it: and 
they believe it, becauſe it is a Revelation :” : 
which | is to ſay in ſo many Words, they are 
ſure, only becauſe they are ſure——This 
puts me in Mind of a Converſation I. had 
the other Day, with one of the moſt ſenſi- 
ble and beſt Men, I have ever met with, of 


this Opinion. Early led amongſt the Me- 


thodiſts, he warmly imbibed their Opinions: 
but ſoon by the Force of ſaperior (though 
uncultivated) Underſtanding, faw their Ab- 
ſurdities, and left them. He retains, how 
ever, this Opinion; and is clearly fatisfied, 

that he hath' experienced the Aſſurance of 


Forgiveneſs of Sins. Of this he. told me, 
he 


[71] 
he could no more doubt than of his own 
Exiſtence.---I.caſked him, what Evidence 
he could ꝓroduce to ſatisfy any. impartial 
Enquirer; ſince the ſole Declaration: 0b 
his in ward Eeeling would: not; be ſuſſicienti 
« I deny not your Feeling; ſad 1; L canndt 
deny it. But if this be 5 Privilege ob: tlic 
Children of God, wheres the plain Chapter 
and Verſe for it? Lahink, replied he 
Rom. vip e {#1 is: abundant Evidguet, 

O to andw ni 87} 53 une 190 
1 43 The Spirit . deafeth IV ingſi with guy, Sprit 
that we arg the Children of 0 Gods, This is the Text al 7 
ways quoted in Support of "this. Jpinion. Now this 
Text” admits”: of x great Varlety of Interpretations] 
Refer firſt to'V/llet's Hexapla on the Rondus, and you 
will fee ĩt ia not caſy toldetermine. Read they Achs 
biliop Sharp755, Bp. Bulli, Bp. Sherlc#'s, Dr. Clgrte's, 
Dr.: Stunhope s, 5 NC, Dißcourſes an this Paſſage, DITh 
of whom "gite a yety probable” Senfs ito eG hi 


you will net: be forward to bad àny DuAritituper 


i much leſa ta follow Mi, Yſſis Interptetatign, A 
ſupported an h Sermon on the Text. -d ag, hit Niõ jr; 


ale,” W ul. rmine any thing tom ſuch . cg 
8 ha wy — 35 ee e thats ih 


troverted Pall; * 

Text, an i What LING: ſtechts to d Pr 
[Sly clcke Hiller ns Bones  crleateorApoiie 
lays, thar dai. bach ſent forthnot hi ig. Fogg 


but of Adoption, the loving filial Spirit, inte 9:7 Hearts 


enabling, ug, ip . ory: ther byro,.7g, erf o He Hoc | 
thit 7 
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That ene be, l 1 bor theſe Raw 
ſons: [Becauſe one Text can never be ſuffi. 
cient to found any principal and important 
Doctrine upon, unleſs the Text be indiſpu- 
tably plain which is not the Caſe with * 
Text you produce: ſince it is perhaps 
controverted a one as any in the Bible, — 2 
certainly admits of a Senſe extremely intelli · 
= and literally exact, though . preciſely. 
oppoſite to that, in which you would under- 
ſtand it. This therefore cannot alone be 
ſufficient : propoſe ſome other.---This could 
not be done. Nay but then faid I, what 
Arguments have you for it from Reaſon ? 
Only this, ſaid he, that I am certain it is fo, 
and J have experienced it. And ſo faith the 
Quaker, replied I; He tells you, the Spirit 
moveth him : . How doſt thou know it to 
be the Motion of God's Spirit, and not of 
the Devil, Friend Ebenezey, ſay I, to him? 
Friend, quoth he, I am fure, it is or 
Spirit, which, moyeth me in all 1 do. 
A very poor Reaſon in Truth and preciſely 
the fame i is yours equally an Inlet to every 


Conſcience) that we are Children if God: i. e. the Spi- 
tit of Chriſtian Love in our Hearts is to us" a full . 
dence that we are God's Children. 

Degree 


| [73] 
Degree of Extravagance and Enthuſiaſm.” 
For though I am fatisfied, you are exemplary 


in all the Duties of Chriſtianity, and have 


too much Senſe to be ignorant, that even a 


Voice from Heaven, aſſuring you of For- 


giveneſs, without Holineſs of Heart and 
Life, would be inſufficient [I]: yet how 
dangerous will this Principle prove to thoſe, 
whoſe Heads and Hearts are too weak and 
too Veptawes to diſcern the Proper Conſe- 


[/] The excellent Aber of the « Life of God i in. 
the Soul of Man,” ſpeaking of Charity, Purity, Hu- 
mility, &c. obſerves, Theſe are the higheſt Perfections, 
that either Men or Angels are capable k: and the very 
Foundation of Heaven, laid in the Soul. And he who 
hath attained them need not deſire to pry into the hid- 
den Rolls of God's Decrees, or ſearch the Volumes of 
Heaven, to know what is determined about his ever- 
laſting Condition: but he may find a Copy of God's 
Thoughts concerning him written in his own Breaſt. 
His Love to God may give him Aſſurance of God's Fa- 
vour to him: and thoſe Beginnings of Happineſs, which 
he feels in the Conformity of the Powers of his Soul to 
the Nature of God, and Compliance with his Will, are 

a ſure Pledge that his Felicity ſhall be perfècted, and 


d to all Eternity. And'it is not without Rea- 
ſon that one ſaid, I had rather ſee the real Impreſſion"of 


a Godlike Nature upon my own Soul, than have a Viſion 
from Heaven, or an Angel ſent to tell me, that my Name 
were enrolled in the Bool of 12 F. 13. Aberdeen 
Edit. | | | 
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[74] 

quences? And once more let me aſk you, 
what do you imagine may be, can be the 
Cauſe, that amongſt the moſt rational, ſenſi- 
ble, and underſtanding Chriſtians [n] no- 
thirlg of this Aſſurance and inward Feeling 
is ever heard of? It is principally amongſt 
the weak, unlearned, and moſt unſkilful of 
the People---who otherwiſe have no better 
Proofs of their real Chriſtianity, than the reſt 
of Mankind ? Can it be conceived that God 
will deal partially with his People ? Nay ra- 
ther let us ſay, that a Notion which hath no 
Foundation in Scripture, or in common 
Senſe ; which is of the Eſſence of Enthuſi- 
aſm ; and which leads to the very worſt Er- 
rors; is not, cannot be derived from the Fa- 
ther of Lights, of Truth and of Love.“ 


Certainly, ſaid Mr. B. this is Proof ſuffi- 
cient---nay more than enough: its Tendency 
alone would ſatisfy me of its Inconſiſtency: 
for, like Predeſtination preciſely, it imme- 
diately leads either to Preſumption or De- 
ſpair: the Sanguine and Zealous will ſoon 
fancy they have theſe deſirable Feelings: the 
Mclancholic and Cool will never be able to 
attain them : the Conſequence is obvious. 


{m] See Archbiſhop Tillotſon, Vol. I. p. 282. 
There 


4 

There can be nothing plainer, ſaid Mr. 
Gifford, than that this Notion condemns 
nuinberleſs ſincere and excellent Chriſtians : 
who have no Conception of the Matter ; and 
yet, ſtrong in Faith, and exemplary in Life, 
are without 69 in the Way to Sal- 
vation. 


Nay, ſaid Mr. B. this Opinion ſerves to 
ſet aſide Faith entirely: for a Man no longer 


believes, what he ſees, is aſſured and certain 
of [a]. 


L Mr. Law in his * Grounds and Reaſons of Chri- 
ſtian Regeneration, &c. hath fully expreſſed, what Mr. 
B. but juſt hints at above: See p. 79. Sect. 43. In 
which he ſpeaks of the true Nature of Faith—and 
ſhewing that it is abſurd to think of joining Aſurance to 
it: He goes on, (p. 81.) If I want to add ſomething of 
my own to this Faith : if this great and glarious Faith is 
defective, and ſaves me not till I can add my own _ 
and my own Feeling to it, at ſuch a Time or Place : 

net this ſaying in the plaineſt Manner that Faith date 

cannot juſtify me? Is not this making this Faith in the 
Blood of Chriſt defective and inſufficient to my Salvation, 
till a Self- ſatisfaction, an Own-pleaſure, an own Taſte 
are joined with it? Might it not better be ſaid, tbat 
Faith could not juſtify me till it had Works, than that 
it cannot juſtify me without theſe inward WVorkings, 
Feelings, Witneſſings of my own Mind, Senſe, and 
Imagination ? Is there not likely to be a more hurtful, 
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[76] 
But can a Man be a Believer, and not know | 
it, ſaid Mr, Wollerton? 


There I conceive to-be a Fallacy, faid I, 
which entraps many weak and well-meaning 
People. No Man cen perform any Act of 
the Mind or Body, when in his Senſes, and 
not know that he performs it. I believe; I 
know that I believe: I repent, and have 
changed my Life: I know that I have done 
ſo. And from the Promiſes of God I gather, 
with indiſputable Certainty, that thus my Sins, 
thro' Chiiſt, are pardoned.---This is clear and 


rational: and to go on: I am fatisfied, that if 


I perſevere, thro Grace, to the End of my 
Life in Faith and Obedience, I ſhall thro' the 
fame Redeemer inherit the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven.---But the Aſſurance of the Methodiſtis 
renders Faith and Obedience inefficacious : 
for it muſt be prior to any : before I am a 
Believer, (mark the Abſurdity) I muſt be 
aſſured by the Spirit, that I am ſo: and that 
from an internal ſenſible Evidence, ſeparate 


Self-ſeeking, a more hurtful Self-confidence, a more 
hurtful Self-!ru/?, a more dangerous Self-deceit in mak- 
ing Faith to depend upon theſe inward Workings, and 
Feelings, than in making it dependant upon outward, 
good Works of our own, &c.” Sec more to the fame 
Purpoſe in the following Pages. 


from 


177 J 


from all Acts of my own. Nor can I have 


any Faith, without an Aſurance that J have 
it: than which nothing can be conceived 
more irrational, unſcriptural and paradoxical. 


Many of theſe Abſurdities, ſaid Mr. B. 


proceed from wrong Ideas of Faith : and 
from that buſy Diſtinction, which has done 
fo much Hurt, between F aith and Works. 
And what you have obſerved ſeems to give 

a rational Account of a Poſition ſo much 
dwelt upon in ſome late printed Sermons of a 
Preacher in this City, that © an unapplied 
Chriſt is no Chriſt [o]. 


He doth indeed, ſaid I, fulſomely tautolo- 
gize that Saying of our Reformers, as he 
expreſſeth it: tho certainly without any 


Reaſon : for I know no Man in his Senſes, 


that hath any Diſpute with him. We all 


know ſurely that every Man's Faith, is that 


Man's perſonal Act: and it is a Man's own 
Faith, and not that of another, which admits 
him to the Privileges of the Goſpel. Believe 
and be ſaved, is the grand Goſpel Charter : 
who ever doubted, that he muſt himſelf be- 


[o] See Diſcourſes on Solomon's Song, by W. Romaine, 
M. A. Lecturer of St, Dunſlan's. Particularly p. 219. 
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1781 
Jieve, (and if they will ſo have it) muſt apply 
Chriſt to himſelf, if he deſires to be ſaved i- 
Nothing can be more evident than the true 
Nature of Faith: yet what unaceountable 
Work have many of theſe Writers made of it! 
what a Definition has Mr. Hervey 2 LPI! 


[] Thiroi and Aſpaſis; Vol. III. p. 171. Faith, 
is a rea] Perſuaſion, Thar the bleſſed Jeſus has ſhed his 
Blood for me, and fulfilled all Righteouſneſs in my Stead; 
that, thtough this great Atonement and glorious Obedi- 
ence, He bas purchaſed even for my finful Soul, Re- 
conciliation with God, ſanctifying Grace, and every 
ſpiritual Bleſſing.” —Upon which one of Mr. Herve: 
beſt and moſt judicious Frierids, (willing to acquit him 
of the Charge of Antinomianſm, and to reſcue him from 
— 4 Cn obſerves in a Letter to that Perſon, 

agree with Hetvey, that Faith is a Perſuaſion, 
7 of what ? That God fo loved the World, that he 
55 his only begotten Son, that whoſoever N in 

im, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting Life; 
the Son of God has ſhed his Blood, and fulfilled 100 
Riphteouſneſs, in the room and Stead of all true Be- 
levers. Without this Perſuaſion no Sinner can ever 
come unto Cbriſt. This therefore is proclaimed every 
where in the Goſpel, and the Call of God conſequent 
upon it is, That Sinners forſake their Sins, and come 
unto Chriſt, and receive Chrift, and rely upon Chrijt 
alone, that they may be faved. Now Faith is the An- 
ſwer of a Sinner to this Call of God; and conſequently 
is an obedient Coming to Chrift, a receiving of Chri/t, 
and a Reſting upon Him alone we Salvation: But it is 


Well 


„ 1 
Well, T muſt freely acknowledge that 
Chriſtianity is made ſo great a Myſtery by 


one Thing to reſt upon Chriſt, obeying to the curſed 
Death of the Croſs, that I may be juſtified ; and ano- 
ther to believe that he obeyed and died for me, and I 
am juſtified. Juſtification muſt follow Faith, in the 
Order of Nature, and a real Perfuaſion of our Juſtifi- 
cation muſt follow Juſtification ; and therefore that Be- 
lief which-is required to Juſtification, cannot be a real 
Perſuaſion that we are juſtified, unleſs the ſame Thing 
can be before and after itſelf, and a Man may be fully 
perſuaded of Pardon and — before * are 
Erapjec: 


Amy one, * will a the Writings of choſe A 
Chriſtians, who inſiſt upon Mr. #Jervey's Manner of de- 
fining Faith, will ſoon perceive that they come into 
ours at laſt; and therefore I uſed to tell pin, that this 
was a mere verbal Debate : However, it is a vexy im- 
proper Manner of ſpeaking, and I muſt proteft againſt 


it for two Roaſons It makes the Heart of the Righte- 


ous ſad, which the Lord hath not made ſad. A Man 
of an humble and contrite Spirit, who reſts upon Chriſt 
alone for Salvation, is moſt aſſuredly juſtified, although 
be be vexed with Scruples and Temptations, and wants 
a real Perſuaſion in himſelf that his Sins are remitted. — 
Again; it ſtrengtbens the Hands of the Wicked, that 
he might not return from his Wickedneſs, A preſump- 
tuous Sinner, when he hears Faith thus defined, is fully 
ſatisfied that his own is of the right Kind; and there- 
fore concludes, that he is in a State of Salvation, when 
ke is going. dowa.to the Chambers of Death, &c.” 
KEE 
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fr 90 
theſe Men, that I ſhould ſolely on that Ac- 
count reject their Syſtems : Sure as I am that 
a Religion intended not only for the Learned 
and Wiſe, but for the Poor and IIliterate, 
could never be a Myſtery deep and unſearch- 
able; but in all its Eſſentials, muſt be Plain, | 
as the Noonday Sun. 


And doth not your Chl 0 it 0 
faid Mr. B.? Believe, repent, and obey is with 
her the Sum and Subſtance. 


But then, what is Faith or Bei ſaid Mr. | 
Harriſon ? 1 96 uy 


Faith, faid Mr. B. . according t to the plain 
Meaning of the Word, is *'an Aſſent of the 
Mind to any Truth upon credible Teſtimo- 
ny.” Divine Faith is an Aſſent to Truths 
upon the Teſtimony of God.----And that 
Faith is differently denominated according to 
the different Objects of it. As Faith in God: 
Faith in Chriſt: Faith in the Goſpel: Faith 
in the Holy Ghoſt, in the Reſurrection, 
Judgment, &c.---So you ſee it is diſtinct from 
Repentance and Obedience: tho ſometimes 
in its general Senſe, it may and does compre- 
hend, not — the Act of the Mind, but 

the 


1 871 
he rational and Hatun Conſequences of th 
Act. 


1 like not your Faith, either in its Act or 
its Conſequences, ſaid Mr. Harriſon : you 
make the whole Goſpel legal; and, as is the 
Manner of your Divines, annex Conditjons 
to Free Grace [9g]. The Goſpel, Sir, is one great 
Promiſe : By believing we are entitled to all 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, which is imputed 


to us, and which we may plead as our Own, 
for all the Ends we ſtand in need of. 


Deep read 4 in Mr. Howes Friend Harriſon, 
I perceive, ſaid Wollerton: And fo then Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs imputed ſupplies all the place 
of Righteouſneſs implanted—We have no 
need of any Righteouſneſs of our own ! «© Oh 
fine Syren Song, ſays Mr, Veſey! Pleaſing 


= Much of this Sort may be found in Ee, * 

3 Vols. Works, which Mr. Hervey recommends, in his 
Theron and Aſpaſio, as the mor: uſeful to Chriſtians; ſee 
Vol. III. p. 301. when alas—every ſenſible Man would 
wiſh, that they with his other Favourites, Marſball and 
Boſton, were condemned to Oblivion tenfold more ob; 
ſcure, than that which invelops the ſacred Works of 
Duns Scotus, Aquinas, and all that learned Fraternity ! 


= 3 M Sound 


1 82 
Sound to James Wheatly, Thomas Wi m_ 
James Relly Ir]! 


It is much to be lamented, ſaid Mr. Wil- 
ſen, that ſo elegant a Writer, and ſo good a 
Man as Mr. Hervey, ſhould have ſpent his 
Time and Pains in Defence of ſuch a Tenet; 
in a mere Strife of Words! to the great Di- 
minution of Chriſtian Love, and the Increaſe 
of odious ene E15 


And the more ſo, Sir, ſaid I, as He himſelf 

declares the Non-importance of this Phraſe : 
and tho' contending, thro' three Volumes, ſo 
ſtrenuouſly for imputed Righteouſneſs, yet pro- 
claims in his Dialogues, that «+ when the 


Subſtance is believed, he is little ſollicitous 
about Modes of Expreſſion.” The Paſſage 
18 remarkable. K 0 


17 Remarks on Hervey's Theron and Aſpaſio by Weſlty. 
Preſervative, p. 223. Theſe Perſons we ſuppoſe are 
Pillars of Antinomianiſm. Mbeatiy is well known for 
ſome Tranſactions at Norwich, Relly was mentioned 
before, p. 8. They who are deſirous to know more 
of their Tenets, may be ſatisfied by peruſing a Pamphlet 
(otherwiſe very unworthy Notice) called «© The Polyglott, 
or the Hopes of eternal Life, according to the uarious 
Sentiments of the preſent Day, collected from Hervey, 
Marſball, Cudworth ; Glaſs and 8 andeman z Weſley and 
Whitefield, and Rell. 1 

1 
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I remember it well, ſaid Mr. Wollerton; it 
is where he is ſpeaking of the Fathers. Mr. 

Maſtey makes a good Remark upon it: I can 
repeat it, I believe, pretty exactly. Let me 
only premiſe in general, ſays Mr. Hervey, that 
if thoſe Authors [the antient Fathers] are not 
ſo copious and explicit, with regard to the Im- 
putation of active Righteouſneſs: they abound 
in Paſſages which evince the Subſtitution of 
Chriſt in our Stead. Paſſages, which diſclaim 
all Dependance on any Duties of our own, and 
fix the Hopes of a Believer wholly on the Me- 
rits of his Saviour. M ben this is the Caſe, I am 
very little ſollicitous about any particular Forms 
of Expreſſion ; and not at all angry even, though 
the Words, which I think 21915 En TR” are 


not retained [sl. 


Upon which Mr. We ey heros. * 
lay aſide then thoſe queſtionable, dangerous 
F orms, and keep bear to the Scriptural of FE 


[] Hervey's Theron and Apel, Vol. II. p. 324. 


Le Weſley s Preſervative, &c. P. 227. There is ano- 
ther Paſſage in Theron and Aſpaſio, which deſerves as 
much Notice, as that produced above, and which Mr. 
MWeſiey alſo has not omitted to mark in his Strictures. It 
is in Vol. I. p. 55. There may be thoſe, ſays the 
Author, under the Character of Aſpaſio, who have no 
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1 841 
The Advice is certainly good, ſaid Mr. B. 


4 I muſt freely confeſs, that Mr. Hervey's 


Quotations from the Fathers and from ” 


#%.F > +» 1x 


Church of England, clearly proved to me the 
direct oppoſite of that which he produced 
them to prove. There is not the leaſt Hint 
of imputed Righteouſneſs in them: nor is 


explicit Knowledge of the Doctrine: who are even di 
PF at the Expreſſions, yet lwe under the Belief of the 
Truth, and in the Exerciſe of the Duty. — They. are 
never diverted. by the Splendor of any Thing, that is 
great, or by the Conceit of any. Thing that is good i 4 
them, from looking upon themſelves as ſinful Duſt an 

Aſhes. ' Their. whole Dependance i is upon that juſt One, 
who expired on the Crofs, and whom the Heavens have 
received. They ſeek the ſan#ifying Spirit in conſequence 


of thejr Saviour's Death: and give «al Qiligapey « add 
to their Faith Virtue. 


Theron. If People may be ſafe, ad their eternal In- 
tereſts ſecure, without any, Knowledge of theſe Particu- 
lars, why ſhould | you | offer to puzzle their Heads, about 
a few unneceſſary Jebolaſtic Terms??? 

Aſpaſio. Scriptural Terms you ſhould have ſaid, The- 
ron. However, we are not very ſollicitous as to the Credit 
or the Uſe of any particular Set of Phraſes ! Only let 
Men be humbled as repenting Criminals, at the Redeemer's 


| Feet: let them rely as deveted: Penfioners on his precious 


¶Aerits— And they are LN. B. ]. undoubtedly i in the. Way | 
to a bliſsful Immortality.“ 


„Then for Chriſt's Sake, (ſays Mr. Wes, Preſerua- | 
tive, p. 212.) and for the Sake of the immortal, Souls, 
which He has purchaſed with his Blood, do not diſpute 


this 


[ 85 } 
this Phraſe found in the New Teſtament [4]: 
It is attended 1 moreover with many dangerous 
and pernicious Conſequences : and immedi- 
ately leads to Antinomianiſm : as is but too 
evident by the Uſe, which was made of it in 
the laſt Century, and i is made of it, 17 many, 


in the preſept Day. 


Mr. Hervey, f ad I, produces a Paſſage from 
our Communion Seryice in Proof of his 
Point, which is Aigen n Bim: « We 


for that perticue Phraſe The imputed ae of 
Chriſt *. It is not ſcriptural: is is not neceſſary. Men 
wha ſcruple to uſe, Men who. yeyer heard the Expreſſion, 
may yet be humbled a8 repenting Criminals, at his F eet, 1 
and rely as devoted Penſioners on his Merits.“ — But it | 
has done immenſe Hurt. I have had abundant Proof; un 17 ve 
tay th fiequent Us of hi e Phraſe, nfead e de 
« furchering Mep's Progreſs in vital Bolines”” has,c,4 2:74. |þ 
made them ſatisfied, without any Holineſs. at all; Nea. and f 
encouraged — e- Werk al 1 Uncleanneſs with Greedi- 


FF 5 
=. Rom. iv. 11. is produced to ſhew the contrary. 


But read the Verſe in the Original, and e of the 
Aſſertion will appear. 


* Why, Mr. W:/tey, — comes this? How 1 
pens it, that all of a ſudden, you are ſo angry at the 
Term imputed. Righteouſneſs, — when we find ſuch fre- 
quent and common Uſe of it in your own Writings? 
Quo teneam vultus mutantem Protea nods 2 
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8 
do not preſume to come to this thy Table, ob 


merciful Lord, traſling on our own Righte- 


 euſneſs.” —On what then are we to depend? 


Surely, if the Church held this Doctrine, it 
would follow, © But on thy Righteouſneſs, 
active and paſſive, imputed to us.” On the 
contrary it is faid, « But on thy manifold and 


great Mercies: or as it ſtands in the Paſlage 


produced by him, On the meritorious Death 
and Paſſim of Chrift.” How different this 
from the Mode of Phraſe he ſo much con- 
tends for, © Ra Righteouſne ſs !” 


80 3 in he” 11th Article, it is ſaid, We are 


accounted righteous before God, only for the Me- 


rits of our Lord and Saviour, Feſus Chriſt.” 


It is eaſy to obſerve, that theſe Paſſages 
Plainly expreſs the univerſal Voice of Chriſti- 


ans, reſpecting the great Charateriſtic ofjthe 


Chriſtian Religion, — and that without any 
obnoxious Import, or any Tendency to ſup- 
port Mr. Hervey's favourite Calviniſtic Term 


and Tenet, imputed Regiveoaſmefs. 
And alas, ſaid Mr. B. what Pity is it, thus 


to contend, for a Word, for a Phraſe : mo- 


dern, and unſcriptural at the beſt : obnoxious 
and ry of many pernicious Conſe- 
quences : 


[87] 
quences: unknown to the primitive, unwar- 
ranted by our own Church : eſpecially when 
the Truth may be expreſt and taught in o- 
ther Words, perfectly free from Danger or 
Cenſure Pe 


If we diſclainy any ferent, faid 
Mr. Gifford, and fix all our Hopes on the 
great Atonement, the all-ſufficient Sacrifice 
of Chriſt, — Mr. Hervey himſelf acknow- 
ledges that we may attain the Mark. Why 
then uſe. any. obnoxious Modes of Ex- 
preſſion ? why not plainly teach, that ſinful 
Man is and can be juſtified and faved only 
by Faith in the meritorious Death and Sacri- 
fice of Chriſt, without any Merits or Deſer- 
vings, tho' not without any Obedience of his 
own [x]?— Thus every Thing dangerous and 
exceptionable is removed, and Mr. Hervey 


[x] It ſhould always carefully be diſtinguiſhed between 
the Meritoriouſneſs, and the Neceſſity of good Works. No 
Works of imperfect, ſinful, dependent Creatures can 
poſſibly be meritorious, and avail before God, to procure 
Pardon or Life; but this by no Means renders thoſe 
Works eee which, conſidered in themſelves, are 
fo acceptable to God, ſo honourable to Man, ſo benefi- 
cial to the Community : and without the PraQtice of 
which no Chriſtian can ever have any rational Ground 
of Acceptance with the * J bun of Heaven and 


Earth. | 
| himſelf 
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himſelf being Judge, we retain the ſtrict and 
fundamental Truth of the Goſpel, and ive 
no Handle to the Aittitiohilin Libeftine . 


Without Doubt, ſaid Mr. Walldrtons. wh 
cannot be too cautious of the Intereſts of Ho- 
lineſs: Without it no Mah ſhall ee the Lord: 
And tho there is no Merit to be detived 


fromm àny Thing we do, our very beſt, being 


moſt unprofitable and ittipetfcbt Services z--- 
yet muſt we labour after that Per fettiin, 


which we ate aſſured from Seripture is at- 
tainuble. 


The Nature of God; the whole 1 
of the Goſpel, our own Nature and Frame; 
and our future ExpeQtations, all clearly de- 


tonſtrate, ſaid Mr. B. that Sin-muft ever 


unqualify us for future Happineſs: that a re: 
II Ur. Lats has lately Fo 


wblifhed 4 Piste © on Juſti- 
Seiten by Faith and Works,” wherein he oppoſes Mt. 


Her oy's Doctrine ocehonslly; as he does alſo in his 
Lettets. And Mt. Bellamy of New Egland has offered 
uch Arguments which we conteive cannot eafily de un · 
fwered. See . Dialogues and Letters between Theron, 
Paulimus, and Aſpaſto.” Indeed in the Collection of Mr. 
Herve) s own Letters lately printed, there is dhe, which 
it appears evidently he could not anſwer; Ste Page 316. 


Vol. II. Whether his Euitor a&ted fadicioufly by imſert- 
ing it, we leave to the Determination of others. 


newed 


189 ] 

newed Heart and Life, that Virtue and Piety 
can alone capacitate us for it. And though, 
ſinful and dependant as we are, having re- 
ceived all we are, and all we have from God; 
though imperfect in our beſt Endeavours, 
deficient, weak, and offending, we muſt ever 
eſteem ourſelves unprofitable Servants after 
we have done all; yet muſt we do all we 
can, and, like St. Paul, preſs forward, in O- 
bedience and Love, to the Mark, if we would 
receive the Prize of our high Calling. : 


We muſt endeavour, ſaid Mr. Mollerton, 
to be perfect, as Chriſt was perfect: that is, 
to be free from all ſinful d ere YO 
and Actions. 


To be candid with you, Mr. N ollerton; 
ſaid Mr. B. I muſt honeſtly confeſs, that I 
look upon that Tenet of your Friend We/ley's 
to be little ſhort of Blaſphemy : to aſſert that 
every perfect Man is as Chriſt was, free as 
he was from all ſinful Thoughts, Tempers, 
Words and Actions [z], is to aſſert what ne- 


[z] This is aſſerted and defended in a Sermon of Me. 
Meſtey's, as well as in other Parts of his Writings. The 
Sermon is entitled, . Chriſtian Perfection, and may be 
found in the third Volume of his Sermons, Page 203. 


=: | vet. 
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ver was, what never will be; is to make 
poor frail Duſt and Aſhes * with the Ton 
pf GWG. + 8 


But is it not aſſerted in the ſacred Scripture, 
ed Mr. 7 vllerton, that every Man, that is 
perfect, ſhall be as his Maſter, —and that, be, 
qoho is born of God, finneth not? 


I refer you to that Gentleman, (ſaid Mr. B, 
turning to myſelf,) for an Anſwer. ; 


In Truth, Sir, replied 1, there is no 1 
Difficulty in giving one. As to the firſt, we 
may ſet Mr. V 2 to anfwer himſelf: for 1 
remember in turning to this Paſſage in his 
| late Comment on the New Teſtament, he 
tranſlates a it, Every one that is PERFECTED 
—and explains it, « Can they make their 
Diſciples any better than their Maſter ? But 
thoſe who are thoroughly inſtructed by them, 
_ is, La! Per fetted ] will be 325 as their 


ers. 
For the latter Text from St. ohn, it proves 


too much; and ſo proves nothing: Jar , 
BY ERY ONE who is born of « G met nat : 


fa] xelighopiver, 


ſ 
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it follows, that no Chriſtian whatever, not 
even a Babe in Chriſt, 'can commit Sin: a 
Poſition which Mr: Weſley himſelf 1 will abſo- 


lutely deny. 


" Fir, faid Mr. B. we are much obliged to 
you=And, certainly, if this Opinion cannot 

be ſupported by Scripture, it cannot by Rea- 
ſon : And I muſt obſerve, by the Way, that 
I am verily perſuaded, there is no Doctrine 
of Revelation, which is contrary to right 
Reaſon „however ſome Particulars may be, 
and moſt certainly? are above . reach of ous 
Faculties to comprehend. 


Tho I am convinced with you, faid Mr. 
Wil hon, that this Opinion is a falſe and dan- 
gerous one; utterly inconſiſtent with Scrip- 
ture, with the Doctrine of the primitive and 
the Engliſb Church [5] : that it ſavours much 
of ſome of the old Hereſies; is very ſimilar to 
the Caſuiſtry of the Church of Rome : and 
never yet could produce one Voucher, one 
living Example of its Truth: — Vet I am 
perſuaded that Men might make much great- 
er Advances in Sanctity, than they generally 
do,---religious Men, I mean: and I. know 


[3] See the 15 and 16 Articles 6f the Church. 
N 2 nothing, 


1 92 ö 
nothing, that would conduce more thereto, 
than a ſerious and attentive Peruſal of Mr. 


Law's Writings---his practical Writin gs Py 
ticularly. 


Ves, Sir, replied Mr. Gi ford, I ea 
ſomething, that would conduce more there- 


to: and that is, a ſerious and attentive Peru- 
fal of the Word of God. 


But what ſhall we do with the Word of 
God, faid a Gentleman, who fate by, and 
had ſpoke little, when every Sect and every 
Perſuaſion urgeth its ſacred Authority ?-----I 
have ſate by, Gentlemen, and liſtened with 
Attention to your Converſation. And I plainly 
perceive, that tho' you are all of very different 
Sentiments, yet you all hold the ſacred Scrip- 
tures in high Veneration. For my Part, I 
am at a loſs to chooſe amongſt ſo many ; and 
frankly confeſs, that as you ſeem to want an 
infallible Judge, ſo the beſt Way, and the 
moſt conducive to the Eaſe of a Man's Con- 
ſcience, is to fly to one, who claims that 
Infallibility, A to ſecure one's Peace in the 
Boſom of the Romi/h Church. 


Not ſo neither, faid another i N 
who had ſpoken before: we have a Society 
FENG ay of 


[93] 
of Men in our own Nation, who ſeem. to 
| promiſe us the greateſt Succeſs : whoſe Sim- 
plicity of Manners gives them certainly the 
greateſt Appearance of. Chriſtianity : and 
who, not averſe to Myſtery, to Aſſurance, 
to Perfection, to the immediate Aids of the 
Spirit, and the other capital Truths held by 
theſe contending Parties, ſeem to lay a greater 
Streſs upon what is granted as neceſſary by all, 
a good Life, than upon any Points of doubtful 
Interpretation; — and I muſt confeſs, as I have 
been long a Hearer of the Merbodiſi Preach- 
ers, I am, from their Preaching much in- 


clined to an Alliance with the Qyaters [c]. 


Gentlemen, faid Mr. B. your Remarks 
give me much uneaſineſs: and the more ſo, 
as they convince me of the Truth of what I 
have frequently obſerved, that this Diverſity 
of Sentiment, and this Enthuſiaſm of Doc- 
trine immediately tends to Popery, Quaker- 
iſm, Infidelity and Confuſion. For God 8 
Sake, if we have any Love to the Church of 
Chriſt remaining, let us be better adviſed: 
and endeavour to harmonize more, and in- 
dulge Peculiarity of Sentiment leſs, leſt the 


le] This might be exemplified, if need were. 
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755 of i Offences fall heal pen 
* | 


k is bot too manlfeſt, id L how ve 
dreadful the Effects of theſe Diviſions ny 
be——nay already are: Good Men furely 
ſhould unite to repel them. And all thoſe 
who are Friends to Chriſtianity ſhould drop 
their peculiar Tenets, and join Hand and 
Heart, with Harmony and Unanitnity to de- 
fend the Common Cauſe, and to ſupport the 
divine Revelation againſt all the Enemies of 
it. For it is but too evident, that while Meri 

are diſputing about Methodif' Hurchinſonian: 
n, Calviniſin, and what not, they forget or 
overlook © what is true Chriſtianity; and far- 
feit and forſake it, under the Notion of ex- 
ploding particular and obhoxious Opinions. 
Surely nothing can be more weak and more 
dangerous. We ſhall do well, ſeriouſiy to 
examine what true Chriſtianity is, and not to 
be biaſſed in our Enquiries or our Choice, by 


any preconceived Notions or Prejudiceg= 
But certainly theſe worthy Gentlemen who 


ſpoke laſt, have made the worft-Choice pofſi- 
ble; the one warping to a Church, which is moſt 
evidently corrupt, idolatrous and antichriſtian; 
the other to a Sect, which is of all others the 
4 furtheſt 
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L 95.10 
furtheſt removed from Chriſtianity. In each 
of which the Hazard of Salvation is great: 
as in each, Errors are held and believed, im- 
mediately derogatory to the Honour of God, 
and of Chriſt, and contradictory to the whole 
Scheme of Salvation, 1 in the Go 


ſpel. | 
What then, faid Mr B. in dach a cen 


to be done? 


4 


Surely, Sir, _ I, thee can * very 
little doubt, —— There are ſome Points, how- 
ever we differ in others, wherein we all agree: 
And, 1 do not queſtion, but upon Examiha- 
tion we ſhall be found, each one of us, to 
hold and acknowledge all the real Funda- 
mentals of the Chriſtiar Religion. And no 
Gentleman here will afſert, I dare ſay, that 
the Church of England is deficietit ih any of 


| theſe Fundamentals :-----will deny, that all 


Things neceſſary to Salvation are held and 
taught in that Church. Let this be tried by 
the Scriptures and the Writings of the pri- 

mitive Fathers : and let nothing by any of us 
be admitted as a Fundamental or Point eſſen- 
tially neceſſary, but what is proved to be ſuch 
by that Evidence; the Scriptures; primitive 
Church; and Church of England. For there 
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is nothing new in Chriſtianity ; nothing new 
ſince the Goſpel. And agreeably hereto, let 
all who are Miniſters be content to preach 
only ſuch Doctrines, as are thus inconteſtably 


eſſential: let thoſe who are Hearers be con- 
tent with ſuch plain Poctrines, and admit 


nothing which they do not find thus proved 
being more careful of the Integrity and Holi- 


neſs of their Lives, than ſollicitous after pe- 


culiar . « or WOW after. new: and 


range F. en n - vt 


A Neglect of this plain Ly rational Rule 
i is evident, hath ,occaſioned thoſe” Errors, 
which in our preſent. Conference have ſeve- 


rally been diſcuſſed. ' The Particularities. of 
your Opinions, are novel; however - ſolid and 


ſpecious the true Fondation of thoſe Opinions 
may be [d]. And it muſt give each of you 
no very favourable Idea of your own peculiar 
Tenets to obſerve, that every Party diſagrees 
with the other: and can plainly diſcern. the 
Abſurdities in every Scheme but its own ;--- 


Should you not then attend to the Deciſion: of 


(a] The Gentleman, p. 92. obſerved, that «they all 
founded their Opinions on Scripture. ,” Mr. C._remarks, 
that tho this Foundation be ſolid, and the ſame with 


them. all, yet the peculiar Opinions built upon It, are 


new. 
one, 


a SS © es Et. 


1 577 


an * is FL gotted to no Party, * ** of 


conſequence hath: not his Judgment warped 


any Way: and muſt on that account ſee more 
os than any of you, who look thro' preju- 
diced Eyes ?----The Calbiniſt is certain that 
the Bebmeniſt is wrong: the Bebmeniſt can as 
eaſily diſcern the Errors of Calvin: Each 
notwithſtanding are clear in their View of the 
Hutchinſinzan Errors: the Hutcbinſonian as 
clearly diſcerns the Errors of each ; while the 
Mertvdiſt Follower of Mey, can prove very 
fally the Miſtakes of all three. 


If ſuch be"t the Caſe, let each ſeriouſly ers- 
mine himſelf ; and retaining what is true, 
reſolve to relinquiſh, what at beſt is doubt 
tul, diſputable and offenſive. 


Let the Follower of Mr. Law drop his 
M Nico, or if he will, amuſe himſelf with 
them in private Speculation ; while he retains 
his Spirit of Love and of Prayer; and is Zea- 


lous to promote and inculcate thoſe heavenly 
Graces. 


Let the Follower of Mr. Hutchinſon drop 


bis vain Philoſophy, his Quaintneſs of Alle- 


gory and cabaliſtical Conceits, while. he re- 
O tains 
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while we are perfectly united in a Belief of 
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tains his zealous Veneration for the Oracles 
of divine Truth, and for the grand and di- 


ſtinguiſhing Doctrines wn the Rell —_ of 


"Chriſt, 


Let the Caloinift 1 leave to God his: eter- 
0 Decrees and Determinations; let him drop 
his obnoxious Terms, and ill-tending Princi- 
ples; and be as ſollicitous to grow in Candour, 
in Love, in Holineſs; to inculcate the Laws, 
as he is to enforce the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; 
to preſs the Duties, as he is to offer the Pri- 
vileges of the Goſpel. . 


Let Mr. Weſiey and Mr. Whitefeld by true 
Ababa undo as much as they can the Evil 
they have done ; let them call in and diſclaim 
their Lay-preachers : and reconcile themſelves 
to their Biſhop and their Church : And lay- 
ing aſide Aſurance and Perfection, let them 
Sin all the noble Zeal and Fortitude in the 
Propagation of reaſonable Chriſtianity, which 


they have ſhewn-in propagating Enthuſiaſm, 


and ſupporting a Sect. 


And let us all make it the Buſineſs of our 
Lives to-promote Holineſs, Peace and Love; 
to advance in every good Word and Work: 


the 


Dur 


the 


73H 


the Dirie Original of the facred Scriptures . 
of the co-eternity and co-equality of the ever- 
bleſſed Perſons in the Trinity---of the ſufh- 
cient Sacrifice and Satisfaction made for the 
Sins of the World by Chriſt Jeſus our Lord--- 
of the Neceſſity of the Sacraments---of Di- 
vine Grace----Repentance-----Faith-----and 


univerſal Obedience. 


There d nat ee isch Satitathion in 


the Faces of our Company, upon what was 
delivered: However the Time having inſen- 
ſibly paſſed away, and each beginning to ap- 
ply to his Watch----After many general-Ex- 
preflions and ſome tart Remarks: Come, 
Gentlemen, ſaid Mr. B. allow me to thank 
you for the Pleaſure of your Company; 
to hope it may ſerve ſome good Purpoſes; 
and to wiſh, that you would take ſome fu- 
ture Occaſion to oblige me in the ſame Man- 
ner. And that we may all part in the ſtrieteſt 
Amity, ſuffer me to propoſe as a Toaſt, to 
one parting Glaſs, this benevolent Wich, 
Peace, Love, and Unity to all good Men:“ 
----And let me detain you but one Moment 
longer while I read the Concluſion of a 
Book, put into my Hands, two or three Days 
230, ad a worthy and learned Phyſician of 
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my Acquaintance---lt ſpeaks my Sentiments 
and, I doubt not, it will ſpeak yours--- 


Pardon me, ſaid he, I have juſt hit upon 
a. Paſſage, before the propoſed Concluſion, 
which may- pleaſe that Gentleman perhaps 
who wanted an infallible Judge----The Bi- 


 ſhop---for the Book was written by an emi- 


nent one, Bp. Fowler---abſerves that it ap- 
pears to him, that Chriſt never intended us 
ſuch a Judge le]: And he goes on, I grant 
the Church cannot err in Fundamentals, while 


ſhe continues ſo, for ſhould ſhe, ſhe would, 
10% fatto, ceaſe ſo to be; and therefore the 


Te] See Bp. Frwler's Principles and Practices of cer · 
tain moderate Divines, Cc. —p. 306, G. I look 
upon it, ſays he, as a moſt certain Argument, that our 
Saviour never intended us any otber ¶ Judge] beſides our 
own Reaſon affiſted with his Blefling; for if be had, 
[that infallible Judge] would no doubt have been fo 
plainly deciphered, as that there ſhould be no Diſpute 
about him: much leſs would that, which was ordained 
for the Church's Peace, be an unavoidable Occaſion of 
Contention.—And, for my Part, he goes on, I ſee no 


need of any other Judge ; for the Rule.of our Faith, the 


Scripture is in all eſſential Points ſo plain, that we can- 
not reaſonably deſire to have it plainer. And moreover 
in ſuch Points, every private, honeſt Chriſtian hath a 


Promiſe of Infallibility in the ſame Senſe, that the Church 


Repreſentative bath. F any Man will do, his Will, (faith 
Hur Saviour J be Hall know of. the Doftrine whether it be 


" ſame 


11011 
fame is to be aſſerted alfa concerning every 
particular Member of it. And as for Aircum- 


flantials, why may not Men diſpute about 


them, and maintain Peace and Love notwith-. 
ſtanding ? What is there in not thinking juſt. 
alike in doubtful Matters, t that ſhould make 
People ſo much as angry with each other ? 140 
1 lle not, I confeſs, a. diſputatious, - wrang— 
ling, and contradicting Humour: 1 deſpiſe 
nothing more: it argues. thoſe in whom it is 
obſervable; to have attained.to no ſolid Judg- 
ment or Senſe of Things : and. beſides there 
is a deal of Conceitedneſs and Pride. in jt, and 
too much ordinarily of a croſs- grain d and ill 
Nature. But amicable Diſputes, ſometimes, 
merely in order to the finding out of. Truth, 
can have no other than a good Ec: and 
Converſation. And therefore let the Profeſ 
ſors of Chriſtianity labour for the-true, Spirit 
and Temper of Chriſtians : and it will be as 
well with "the Chriſtian World, 25 if we were 


of God, Joie Vil. 17. uf Je continue in my Ward, thin 
ate ye my Diſciples indeed, and ye ſhall know the Truth, 


Sc. John viii. 31, 32. And feveral other remix here 
are to the ſame Purpoſe. 


See alſo Bp. 'Biirnet' four Diſcourſes to the. Clergy of 
the Diocele of Sarum: in the third of which he very fully 
aud excellently handles the Argument of Jnfallibility. 
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I 102 ] 
all of the fame Mind: I mean, let us not. 
magiſterially impoſe upon one another; but 
be ſo charitable as to believe well of Diſſen- | 
ters from us, that live good Lives, are of a 
modeſt, and peaceable Deportment ; ; and 
hold no Opinions, that directly oppoſe the 
Deſign of the Chriſtian Religion, and af; 
making Men like God: and then we ſhall, 
ſee, that there will be little Reaſon, to deſire 
an infallible Judge of Controverſies, to make 
us all of one Opinion.“ 3 

After which the good Biſhop concludes; 
his Book, in the following Terms---carneſtly, 
praying. That it may pleaſe God to guide 
all our F ect i into the Way of Peace: that he 
would give us teachable Tempers, modeſt, 
and meek Spirits; ; and that the Differences i in 
our Sentiments may ceaſe to have lo ill an In- 
fluence upon our Minds, as to create. fach un-, 
charitable Heats, and unchri n Animoltes 
amongſt us: to the great Di onour of God » 
the no leſs Scandal, and Reproach of our 
moſt excellent Religion, the raiſing of Jea- 
louſies in our Governours: the expoſing- our 
Church and State to the common Enemies: 
and the greatly endangering our immortal 
Souls. That the Profeſſion and Practice of 
Chriſtianity my not fo rarely go hand in 

| hand: 
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hand: And that we may place our Religion 
in doing, rather than in zalking and diſputing: 


And may behave ourſelves as thoſe that un- 
derſtand, wherein the Life and Power of 


Godlineſs doth indeed conſiſt. That [ 72072 


magna loguimur, ed vivimus *] may be ours 


as it was the ancient Chriſtians Motto: and 
that the old primitive Spirit may now at laſt 
prevail among us. That we may not pe- 
remptorily purſue our own private Humours, 
and the Concerns of Parties, and prefer them 
before indifferent and impartial Enquiries af- 


ter Truth, : or oppoſe them to the public 


Peace, Reaſon and Intereſt ; that we may 
hate a ſelfiſh, private Spirit, as unworthy of 
the Benignity, and Generoſity of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion: And laſtly, that we may 
contend with each other about nothing more, 
than who ſhall expreſs in the midſt of our 
different Perſuaſions, moſt Charity, and moſt 
Candbr. 

We all joined, with one Voice, in an 
hearty Amen : and ſhaking Hands, broke up 
our Conference. 

Whether we may ever chance to meet 
again, is more perhaps, than any of us at 
preſent can pretend to foreſee, 


* We do not /peak, but live great : Things. . 
THE END. 
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